CHAPTER EIGHT
CONFLICT AND CHAOS

1690 TO 1693

ror ~EARLY three and one-half years, from the day Bla
resigned until April, 1693, when Benjamin Fletcher ar
royal sovernor, the people of Pennsylvania and Delaware
themselves. Penn could exert little control over the cols
for he had been a friend and supporter of the recentl
James 11, and he was either in jail or in hiding from :
during much of this time. The form of government
several times, Delaware separated herself from Penns
and affairs were so chaotic that there are almost no
ords for the period. While it is apparent that the color
a low ebb politically, Governor Fletcher's descriptions
sylvania in 1693 indicate that there had been no gross
for law and order. In addition, the Quaker communi
broiled in a religious controversy called the Keithi:

Unaware of what the future held and swayed -
letters from the Quakers which accompanied the

Blackwell admitting failure P : e
1689 that the g » Penn sent word in the

ght fitt, upon my furth
yr hands, that you may
the desire I have

: ec_ttI.y press your ¢

fidence I have in you, &

CONFLICT

d them to make provision |
the General Ass_emhly. He u
p:u‘[ies, whisperings Sc reportings
penn was filled with a desire
Cxperiment" restored in the C
(lose relationship between himsi
existed when he had been in
mitted that the appointment
and he urged the colonial le:
named, “‘Since no friend
took one yt was not a stranger,
reverenced, he is in Engl
ability and integrity & virt
good, the Lord knows lt, &1
Penn could not expect his
unquestioningly.
Unable to come to the ¢
in England, Penn attempt
high idealism. He admi
which had been made by
on God for guidance fc
Keep us all in ye genﬂg
noble frame, a conq
Two observers b
in the world would not
colonial leaders. One
the Proprietor that tl
tered and comp
“I pray God deli
skeptic was Edw
in the colony. Hi
say that the
others; yet hee
thing take for
mean of his
sented Wi&l

!

;iskt'

1181
o




AND CHAOS

1yilliam Penn was not a

~d others writings: ihe Ll -
i 1€ ) gs I'lOthlng that ;

the matter [.] I doupt thats tog ‘ ever as an absentee propr nd ¢
A ' jesired. The breach between
v was right, especially about Penn : ‘he ten years following the
‘he Proprietor had every reason ol , ;1~'!I cturn to Pennsylvania

He deliberately refused to aces The first fifteen months :
s governor, and his actions we . quil except for an episode in Ne
- i under Thomas Lloyd
colony, in addition to 1
. ernor in 1691, and his condemnation of penn complained that
Tlow ::‘.:q Roval Governor Fletcher to take over the colony to tell. The General A
hough Llovd had no alternative. enacted. :
Iso considerable reason for distrust betw : The Council held sev
{ to familianze itself
g Most of one day was
two more reasons for becoming irritated with Penn. : Penn to the Council
stantly nagged them about inconsequential matters Governor brought m
people living in caves along the banks of the Delaware ¥ ing that the instru
as well as about more important things like his g ts One of the letters
mterlarded his querulous passages with spiritual 2 _ for the widows ]
and laments that the colonists were not living in the 1 reputation of the ct
To 2 modern reader these portions sound pontifical ar the same letter Pe
tronizing at times, and they may have sounded with Lloyd. “I iz
i some of the colonial politicians. His absence placed h and Accomplishn
the position of inquisitor, and that could not hels you two, upon
. spinit of close fellowship which was greatly d fformer incon’
h:::‘zlmt::, the colm still resented Penn’s
colony during the first two years
[ tual ‘Iﬂﬂhtymh{gmwa‘ap e
longer he was gone, the more the
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¢ Most ol the time was taken up wi ,,
=3 on and pre paring new bills. A total of \
e “i'i”"‘“‘ and prnn.lulgated for the
cemen and Asst mbly. Notice went out that
would meet in New Castle, in respons
he councillors from the lower counties,
quest f1 ]ir\i],i;;}l.ill‘ presented memorial on behalf of
R that financial help be given William P.
He asked that the 600 owed the Governor ‘bc spent to
. house or to equip three manors for his chfldren
pressed himself in lfavor.c-)f duties to
money for the Governor's use. This petition was mmf’
- mored and the Council went on to other matters. Maz
\:.-1_\ not in very good repute for he had supported il
during his administration.
A letter from Jacob Leisler, head of the revolution
ernment in New York, was read April 11. It requested t
pointment of a delegate to join a discussion of ways t
the colonies from the French in King William's Wa
was beginning, but no action was taken on this matt ;
other minor issues were disposed of without much
When the Council met April 24 in a non-legisla
it spent considerable time discussing a petition fros
men headed by Markham and Lacy Cock, request
province and territories be organized to defend
against possible attack by the French and the Indian
answer was prepared by four members of the Cour
no mention of planning government defense of the ¢
did qtcnd as a special privilege, to those who
the right to provide for defense at their own expe
rigorous requirements, For example, the Council

( | :':, i1
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him
ham further €X

militia which was established to yield full obe
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auchery, & pillaging (the Crying evills of
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ain the endorsement o
ed to SERIS "*"‘"men:s.d;end. iher, they TEIBSEE, allow |
4 under the Lesser Seal. 1 they claimed that t‘he .‘
. «why was he not at the mEeting? unless they could win. The |
1avs later when the Council meg : “i[hdra\:lz;nd govern themselve
ir. and a protest was drawn u P goVErnor. .
the Cound :'}I on November 21. Tlfe :g;[ i When the Council com
ssion W red null and void. The appointme Markham, WhO'SUPPOﬂed
judges came under special reproof, for some ¢ | and mol.( the mlnuf:es 0_?
ler their present Circumstances are — ‘his action, the Counc]..
- that Station.” 12 Two men who had been present z single de:'putyr govf:l.-gog. 1,:‘
meeting, Griffith Jones and Clark, the presiding ‘ for the single position, anc
<t through this disavowal of their acts. This was the firsi John Goodson, and Arthur
of a struggle between Delaware and Pennsylvania which finz ; preference for Llo;_rd_.r :
ended with the separation of the lower counties from th rung, and a pl:Oclama
ounties after Penn returned to England in 1701. e pearance of friends &
The second round of this contest began with the il Thomas Lloyd was de!
of the newly elected Council in March, 1691, and e ; parently not of Del‘ﬂf
Delaware temporarily separated from Pennsylvania. : J (?hn Delavall and ok
munications from William Penn were opened, one & A];.)rfl 3 to reque.s; the
two commissions for deputy governor. Penn reporte fEJom the bo:_iY.m
had heard that the freemen wanted either a single persc !udges Cf)mmusx, "
deputy governor again, or five commissioners of s Ry judges himself, f
nounced his willingness to accept either change, tho 6 T.homas Ifloyd ‘
pressed preference for the second type of executiveit il APU% 4, calling on
matter was discussed in the Council on March 3'0' b nothing to heal d
discovered that all the Quakers from Pennsylvania, plus you have made . . .
Curtis and- William Stockdale from Delaware:; A out any just ca
m The remaining men from De ltlk':terest, I cannc
or e of state. When the minority d i e ab:mrd 1.
going to be defeated it stopped attendi ) confusion, to
refused to return.* On Apl'll 1 th | mg 3
strance agai e 1€S€ men
¢ against the majority decision. They
dam'mmkingan ecision,
discovesed that the taerciece Ere .
imposed officers y members of the C
~ disliked the idea of raising money to

sere decla
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1dded. “if you desire to be
me solemnity, whereby you
~mbers of the Council from the coung;
.4 this appeal with a reiteration of
cw tvpe of government and with the
old one.*® .
:vision of the colony irretrievable for the g
cil dec ided to n‘port to William Penn
rwo weeks. In the letter written in Na
r = : ;-\:::\\,\“1 fear of new troubles in the colony a
"4 the Council to deal with “factious profane men of ¢
3 te . . . O my firiends put an end to th
E 1 and let humility and wisdom over rule all pass
i The Council had failed to heed those wo!
- onition. However, the letter had closed with the comp!
1 one ever told him what was happening in the col
the Council now proceeded to answer that complaint.
the members were not entirely motivated by a love
for they wished to describe what had happened before
side had the opportunity to do so.

The Council explained that it had chosen to accept
mission for a single Deputy Governor, and had chose:
Lioyd. The members assured Penn that this decisk
meant to show disrespect for the Proprietor, who b
a preference for the commissioners of state, but
taken because they believed that a single executi
more successful in supressing “vice & disorders
houses.” * The commissioners nominated must
Mark.l?am, Robert Turner, and John Cann,
councillors took great pains to point out the evils
men. “Captain Markham (wee on the spot doe
upholder of those Clubbs wch are so much count
presence, even at unseasonable houres; & J
publick house in New Castle.” They added
accused of selling liquor without a |
::h with the Lords of Trade. They

past
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leputy register general, was an old frie
te a letter which expressed some of
of power.2 Of Thomas Lloyd he
‘ 411 meanes is labouring to Ing

: l\ people. by ,,ut-ring_c gl:eat ffavou.rs nat
s & markitts in land yt it migh

honour to to [sic] him & slig‘htif{ge to yee.” He
) were many Who loved and adml_red Penn, but
H e those in power for fear of reprisals. "Thus he in:
l‘-[l.t []h].t[ the followers of Lloyd di_d not love Penn. But h
}1:»]!1% enough to admit that [‘E‘.\’ in the Lower Count
. rerested in helping the Proprietor, for they WEESSS
by self-interest. Turner urged Penn to remove David 1
attorney general, a position he had held since 1686, ani
P.lm('k'F‘:nl)insml instead. Of Lloyd he said, he may “be
+ a nose of wax, but not towards yee.” ** Turner was nc
a leader in the political group which opposed the
leaders. but was active in the support of George Keith,
interested in challenging the beliefs and leadership of
“weighty” Friends in the Yearly Meeting. .
In answer to these various communications, Penn wi
ing on the Council to forget past differences and
people of Pennsylvania and the Territories toge
asked them to “fforgive, and pass by your respec
jections & studdy peace & love.” ¢ Penn neede
settling this serious cleavage in the colony. He call
Whitehead to write to the Quakers, and this
of the Society wrote to Thomas Lloyd and 2
days later. He urged a just settlement, and sai
dispute “cause Truth to Suffer and bring
tempt and will look ill here, and as if ye
d.ld withhold Counsell from you.” He «
tion endangered Penn’s precarious hold
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 measure unto us, but better were it if wes
~ernment by 5 persons or by Presede
‘ '|I st is taken for ye best & most Agreeinge -
pp— ‘ vee to it & ND other rcpf)rts a.r. .the time
A e 1 in this estimate of public opinion. His |
IJ .:1.1.;”‘1 much gossip about p(?rsnns he: did not |
-w|r||ailll]tllh'(] Pi'lll.l for naming Robinson “'E!E
eral in the place of David Lloyd, i hE addggs
e rts hath now some face wth it and hee
sonace In 09 2 man troden down and art sti
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before thou was
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“H;-'.ui:h in February, 1693, ?enn, in great m':Cfi for funds, w
a pathetic letter to Friends in the colony askn_‘xg that. Da
dred men be found who could eac.h lend him one hu
pounds. He desired them to forego interest for foqx;_
1o receive the usual interest thereafter. Penn promised |
for America within three months after the £10,000 2
him. and assured the Pennsylvanians that thousands
would follow him to their shores and be of immeasura
fit to the colony.* Governor Fletcher, who was soon a
control of the government, wrote that Friends did not
“Some meetings have been about it and It is reportec
much soever they appear his friends they stagg
comes near their purses [.] those that are able ¥

would if they could.” ** Nothing affirmative
about this request. There was little incentive to
Penn to the colony as long as the government
of the crown. Money which could be trans

at the turn of the century that there we
colony was virtually bare of all gold and si
merchants of Philadelphia found it di
credit in London,
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public treasury, “‘our Inf;
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for it involved more persons and eop
¢ years. In the eyes of the world, ho ' .
‘hin a small sect were of no importan-“
 eithian Schism broke open in Pennsyl
slony, including the lower counties,
['he “holy experiment,” suppg
eace-loving Quakers, was exposed to the se¢
Il of quarrelsome religious fanaties, ©
ignificance because it soon beca
O ot that there Were political implications in the‘s
I‘l.};:- Christian Quakers, as l}:le fO}lD“’ETS 01_: GEOTgE Keith |
joined the faction 1n opposition to .the L
ated the colony. Thus, this bri
produced serious consequ
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the Quaker Community

Pennsylvania. ;
George Keith was a well-educated Scottish Quaker w.

came to America as a surveyor in the Jerseys. He
Philadelphia in 1689, where he became master of th
which Friends were establishing. Instead of devotin
time to the development of the new school, he spe
able time visiting meetings, preaching, and writing
tracts.* ;
Friends were subjected to severe criticism in
colonies and especially in New England, because
specific creed which could be examined by o
were accused of many heretical beliefs, of the d
divinity of Christ for example, and found the
cult to answer. In 1690 Keith drew up a paper
a creed and some rules and regulations for t
pr_esented it to the Yearly Meeting. The s
rejected with the statement that such a cre
Quakerly. The following year Keith product
but again met with no success, The Sc
fusal 10 adopt his proposals, and
s Do ds ﬁ‘;‘;‘sﬂbmbe to
Christianity which he had included
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Ouakers holding office in
.rue Friend who professed
"-;.L’T""f' as a magistrate. This w
Delaware from Pennsylv.

men who were the spirit
(he midst of the wrangling

Friends were sorely trie.
pabbitt and a crew of m:
delphlﬂ and then ravaged:
with a dilemma: if they
man they would violate
alone, he would damage
finally decided to commi
the pirates. However
sloop, a man named |
either Gun, Sword o
armed company chase
wounded some, althou
demned the officials
gathered to suppor
principles.

At the time of Ye
1691, George Keith
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not be lightly ¢
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within,” which the latter vehemeni
el continued through the winter, In i
I "|"' I_I' s who had been meeting all winter in the
I' J,‘.:.-, near the river, agreed that as usual s
‘ (rer weather they would hold First Day )
4t the Center meetinghouse, on what g
[Hall Square. K¢ ith and his followers refused to KO'Wi‘th '
meetinghouse in the country, and continue
ear the river. The doors of the Bank meetinghouse _
:IH ; [l[ [ vinst them. The 80« alled Christian Quakers se dom
pr. . main body after this time, a
”“1' 1‘.\.::.'.'..:':\':15.,;. ,nuly];um'*i Dickenson arrived in ‘the cole
near the end of April, 1692, They were public F}'lmds
Fngland who were visiting among the Qu&l'kers in the
World, and they tried to bring about a peaceful rcc:?ncm-‘
jut they failed completely, and perhaps even wideneg
|Ht'.‘nh.

Throughout the summer months the spcakel‘s for
factions visited Friends meetings and called for suppor
side or the other. When the Yearly Meeting met in Burl]
in September, 1692, Keith held his own session in
house. There was some communication between the O
and Keith was disowned by the old organization, /
mately seventy persons, or one-fourth of those in att
the meetings, joined Keith in the new organization,

In the meantime, the Christian Quakers had dra
questions which they planned to present to the
Friends. ‘The first cight of them dealt with doct
but the last four implied criticism of the Quakers
pated in the government., Some questioned the $
had taken in the Babbit affair, and the last g
I"W‘het:hcr there is any Example and Precec
Scripture, or in all Christendom, that Minis
the Worldly Government ag they do here?”

William Bradford, the | i
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s failed to subside into complete silence, ang
[he Ke w 1602, indictments were handed down by by
: ,I"_.’,-lilhl several of the leaders. Peter Boss .-F;._.‘.
‘ul‘ -l-mll for making st andalous, I'l']]""""’“‘]}[ul' and malidou& ex
e inst Samuel Jennings. Keith and Thomas B
o “"}“I“-I:‘l s the authors of a book which contained aeg
iings, who was a justice of the peace. Keith y
e indicted for "I)L-l'.nrzlillf-f Samll Is‘..ichardson he being a
;\ll.ll(- of this County, In Bidding l111:11 go home oINS
\nd calling him heinious uldllllilll said he took up maids
~oats [,] Exposing his reputation before some hundl.'c'ds ;
ple Contrary to that Law in that Case made & Provided
[he charges and countercharges were apparently alloy
get out of hand, and the trials were a credit to no one,
three men were found guilty. Boss was fined six poun:
the other two were fined five pounds each. These fines
never paid. Requests by Keith and Budd for an appeal
provincial court or to the Council were denied.
After all this Keith occasionally attended the regula
meeting for worship at the Bank meetinghouse, but
unwelcome in the gallery assigned to the Friends in th
try. Whereupon his followers built another gallery
posite end of the meetinghouse. With speakers addre
assemblage from both galleries simultaneously, t
became intolerable. When some men destroyed the
with axes, Keithians demolished the old one as w
The following year, when Penn lost his proy
Crown and Fletcher arrived as royal governor, t
;){Ee:?hci ar:le‘:n(;o;;c%l appoir.lted by Fle.tcher.f-
, ar rick Robinson, obtained a
cha:g'es against Bradford, Keith, Budd, and the
f&mplzfd howeyer, to go to England to defend 1
- ladelphia late in 1693, He was uns
r became an Anglican. He returned to
resentative of the Society for the Pr ol
i i Quaers did ol

o October
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body of Friends, wl'lile. othe# '.
.ns who were beginning to o
- Daniel Leeds, who edited an a
_nd continued a running attack
i;yudford, ‘who ﬂefl r.ol New
Ouaker city, was his printer.
peared in 1700 while Penn was
wrote to Lord Bellomont, Go
strate against it. “I hear ye p
one Danll Leeds a Quon
both o[u]r Governmt & p
will not Indure Such Tl M
upon pswasions & Governi
artacks of the Christian C
the depths in 1701, when
of a Strumpet Go-habit
stract of the Spiritual &
Quakers in Americatt
cused most of the relig
misdemeanors, with gre
suggested, by this d
nearly dead. The end ¢
the scars which had be
this religious conflict.



