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Ir!8tructions for Governor Donqan.

[Now-York Entries, CU. 41.]

Instructions for Coil Thomas Dougan L' and Gov' of New Yorke and its
Depeudeucyes in America.

With these Instruccens you will receive a Comission undr my hand and seale constituteing
you my L' and Gov' of New Yorke & it's Dependencyes in America.
And you are thereupon to fitt yo' selfe w'" all convenient speed and to repaire thither to

New Yorke, and being arrived there you are to take upon you the execucou of the place
and trust I have reposed in you, and forthwith to call together Fredericke Phillipps, Stephen
Courtland and soe many more of the most eminent inhabitants of New Yorke, not exceeding
tenn, to be of my Councill, and W1h due and usuall solemnity to cause my said cornission
constituteing you my prsent I} and Gov" as aforesaid, to be then and there read aIH1published;
well being done, you are to administer to each of the members of the Sd Council] as well the
Oaths of Allegiance to the King and Fealty to me as Lord and Proprietor of the place, & an
Oath for ye due execucon of their places and trusts, and forthw» to comunicate such and soe
many of these my instructions to the Sd Councill wherein their advice and consent [Ire
menconed to he requisite, as likewise all such others from time to time as you shall find
convenient for my service to be imparted unto ym and the Members of the Sd Couucill respec-
tively shall and may have and enjoy freedome of debates and vote in all affaires of publique
coucerue. And in case allY of r prsons who are or shalbe of my Council! shall misbehave
themselves to that degree yt you shall judge him unfitt to coutinue any longer of the Council,
I doe hereby authorize and empower you to suspend him from assisting or attending the said
Councill, and to transmitt to me ye grounds and reasons of such suspension & such evidence as
yon have ag" him, y' I may be able to judge whether he be fitt to be restored or absolutely
excluded & discharged from r Council!
You are also w'" advice of my Councill w'" all convenient speed after yo" 81TivnJI there, in my

name to issue out Writts or WalTLS of Sum6ns to r sev'ull Sheriffes or other proper OJFi(;rs in
every part of yo" said govel'l1em' wherein you shall expresse that I have thought fitt that there
shall be a Gen" Assembly of all the Freeholders, by the p'sons who they shall choose to
rep'sent ym in ord' to consulting w'" yo'selfe and the said Councill what laws are fitt and
necessary to be made and established for the good weale and govern em' of the said Colony and
its Depeudencyes, and of all the inhabitants thereof, & you shall issue out the said Writt or
Sumcns at least thirty dayes before the time appointed for y'meeting of the said Assembly,
w- time and alsoe the place of tbeir meeting (w" I intend shalbe in New Yorke) shall alsoe be
menconed & expressed in the said '¥ritt 01' Smnons, and you w" advice of Illy said Conncil!
are to take care to issue out soe many writts or sumons and to such ollicers, in every pmt, not
exceeding eighteene, soe yt the planters or Inhabitants of every part of ye Sd governemt may
have convenieut notice thereof and attend at such ellection, if they shall thinke fitt. And w"
the said Assembly soe elected shalbe mett at y' time and place directed, you shall lett y'" know
that for the futnre it is my l'esolncon that y' said GenII Assembly shall have free liberty to
consult and debate among themselves all matt" as shall be apprehended properto be established
for laws for the good governem' of the said Colony of New Yorke and its Dependencyes, and
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to be for the manifest good of thed d s shall appeare to mee I 'Yt if such laws shalbe propoun e a I 'II t unto aud confirme ym In t ie pas mg, di , 11 t me WI assen '
Country in generall and not P'Ju icia 0, b th said Assembly, W,h I will have

h ] halbe agreed unto y e ,
and enacting of all sue aws as S ' C I of New Yorke and its Dependencyes

f h G II Assembly of my 0 ony
called by the name 0 t e enera daine the shalbe) p'Rented to you for yo' assent
wherein the same shalbe (as I doe hereby or Y

thereunto. f th 11 good and not prejudicial! to me; and if
You are to consider whether y' same ~e or e gent th eunto Bnt if yon shall judge them

] to gIVe yo' assen er .
you find them soe to be, t len you are r assent thereunto and in all cases yOll are to

r di . 11 ou are to refuse yo assen ' ,
inconvenient or p JU icia , y t d t ou : and w" you shall have given
I " t fuse all Laws y' are presen e 0 y ,
lave a negative VOICe 0 re d I all by the first opportunity transmitt the
yo' consent to such laws as shalbe soe agree , you s 1 I f I C I ('h

t d" • hands of yo' selfe and Councill, and und' the sea e 0 the 0 ony, w you
same 0 me un y . d fi • same if I shall. ) • d that I may ratifye an con "me y ,
:re ::v:~,:ri:eP:;:i;~ i~fl~~:t:o:~h;nk:nthem reasonable. But the said I~ws soe assented unto
pp • b~ d d b" di ntill such time as I shall cause my dislike of & refusall toby you shal e goo an in mg U d b II d

' b ' if d t you and from thenceforth y' same shall cease an e nu anpasse ymto e slgm ye un 0 , ..• .d G II
voyd to all intents. And I doe alsoe give you power from time to time to cause y sal en
Assembly to be sumoned W'h I also authorize you to adjourne or dissolve as Y?ll shall see reason
and cause. And I doe further direct you not to passe any law upon any occasron whatsoever for
rayseing any publique revenue, unlesse expresse mencon be made therein y' the same is l.evyed
and granted unto me, or unto me for r support of y" Governem' or to such uses as the said law
shall appoint. And you are as much as iu you l~eth to take effectual! car, y' ,ther~ may be a
constant Establishment for raiseing of money sufflCleut to support and mmntame y charge of

• the governem' of those parts both Civill & Military; and als",e that there may be money raised
for payiug and dischargeing the an'eares now due to y' Officers & soldiers and oth r expenses
of the governm'. And are not to sufler any publique money w'soever to be issued or disposed
of otherwise then by a wan' under your hand.
And it is my expresse will and pleasure y' all laws w'soever for the good govern em' and

support of my said Colony of New Yorke with its Dependencyes be made indefinite nnel without
limitacon of time, except the same be for a temporary end, & W'h shall expire and have its full
effect wtbin a certaine time. And yon are not to passe any laws or doe any act by Gruunt,
Settlement or otherwise whereby my revenue may be remitted, lessened or impaired, w'hont my
especiallleave or commands therein. You shall not displace any of y' Judges Justic s herifl'es
or other Offic" or Miuisters w'"in New Yorke or its Dependencyes under yo' governem' without
good cause, nor execute yo'selfe or by a Deputy any of y' saiel offices nor suffer any person to
execute more offices y' one by a Deputy.
And I doe hereby require and comand yon )" noe mans life, member, freehold, or goods, be

taken away or harmed in any of the places und' yo' governem' but b), established and knowne
laws not repugnant to but as nigh as may be agreable to the laws of the kingdome of England.
You are to take care that drunkennesse and debauchery sweareing and blaspbemy be

discountenanced & punished, and y' none be admitted to publique trust and employm' whose ill
fame and conversacon may bring scm,dall tbereupon, Yon are to give all due encouragem' and
invitacon to me reb" and others who shall bring trade unto yo' governem' & inhabitants or any
way contribute to their advantage.
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And if any thing shall happen w'" may be of advantage or security to any of the laces

under yo' goverueml w'" is uot hereiu or by yo' comission provided for; I doe hereby Pallow
uuto you, ,:" advice and consent of my Councill to take ordr for the prsent therein, giveing me
speedy notice thereof, r soe you may receive my ratificacon if I shall approve r same.
Provided alwayes that you doe not by colour of any power or authority given you, comenoe or
declare warr w"out my knowledge & particular comands therein,
You are, for the better admmistracon of justice to endeavour to gett a law passed in the

Assembly wherein shalbe sett the valne of the mens estates either in goods or lands undr w,"
they shall not be capable of serviug as jurors.
I doe also hereby authorize you w" advice of my Sd Council! to elect and settle such and soe

many Courts of Justice & in such places as yon shall WI" advice of my said Councill judge to
be necessary for the good governem' of the said place & for adjudgeing' and determineiog all
matt" Civill and Criminall wherein you are to take care that r same be as nere answerable to
r Jaws and Conrts of Justice in England as may be, and to give me an ace' of such Conrts as
you shaU thinke fitt soe to erect, to y' end I migbt confirme or reject the same as I shaU see
canse, but the said Conrts may proceed and hold Recognizance of such matters as you and yo'
Council! shal! appoint, until! my pleasure be signifyed to r contrary.
And I doe further hereby authorize and empower you, w" advice of my said Council!, to

make contracts & agreem" wth such persons as shall desire to take any part of the lauds within
my said governemt

, to plant and improve, and to grant such estates as shalbe soe contracted for
undr s: seale of my governem' at and und' some certaine yearely rent and service to be
reserved to me and my heires; w'" rent and service I doe referr to be settled by yon & my said
Council! according to yonr best discrecon,
And I doe alsoe authorize and irnpower you to pardon and remitt any fine or fines w'" by

any of the said Courts shall be sett or imposed upon any person 01' bodys politique or corporate,
and alsoe to pardon and remitt all manner of crimes before 01' after conviction (unless the
heynous crimes of' high Treason and wilfull rnurther) and iu those cases if you shall find the
Criminall capable of mercy and pardon, you may then reprieve the execution of the judgm-
agst them who shalbe convicted of High Treason or murther and transmitt to me the true state
of the matter and the grounds & reasous w'" incline you to judge the persons ohjects of mercy.
And you are alsoe WI" advice of my said Council! to erect and appoint convenient bouses

and other necessaryes, for Custome-houses and matters relating thereunto, in such ports and
places as you shall judge convenient, either for shipping or unladeing any goods or merchandize.
And I doe alsoe impower and authorize you w'" advice of my said Councill to settle and'

establish a Militia of the inhabitants, to be mustered & disciplined und" such offic" as you shall
nominate and appoint, and that they may be ready in case of any invasiou or suddaine
iusurreccon, to oppose the enemy; and in s' case you are to leavy arme and employ the
inhabitants a.g" such forreigne and other euemyes, represse, fight WI" kill and destroy them;
And for the better strengthening of the said places, you lIlay w'" advice of my said Councill
erect such forts & castles and other fortificacons as shalbe necessary for the defence thereof:
You are also WI" all convenient speed after yo' arrivall at New Yorke to endeavour to

ascertaine and agree ye Boundaryes of my territoryes towards Connecticut wth the Govem" and
inhabitants of Connectecut, and you are to send over to me true and exact Mapps of all my
said Territoryes.

•
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You are to perrrritt and suffer all such Planters as are now upon any part of my said countreys
and have begllU to improve their plantac6ns, quietly to hold and enjoy their said lands without
disturbance, and the laws now in force aud use in the said countreys are to be continued and
put in use untill y'same shalbe abrogated or changed, in such manner as is above directed.
But you are not upon any pretence or colour of Jawor other establishm' to leavy raise I' take
or suffer any person to demand, leavy, raise or take any money or other things for or hy way
of Custome or impost, for any goods wares or merchandizes imported or export d by any
merch' or other person whatsoever, untill the same shalbe enacted and established by law to be
made and enacted in such manner as is above mencbned and directed.
You are alsoe to take all opportunityes to gaine and procure from the Indians upon reasonable

rates and termes such tracts and quantityes of ground as are contiguous to l11yother lands or
convenient for my territoryes in trade, either sea ports or others, thereby to enlarge and secure

my territoryes.
You. are aJsoe to consider, and advise \V", my Councill whether it wilbe for the goucf or

prejudice of those Countreys III genII and also what particular advantage it may prove to the
Citty of New Yorke if I should grant unto that Citty immunities and prlviledgea beyond w'
other parts of my terntoryes doe enJoy; and w" you have fully instructed and informed yo'
selfe therein, 'you are to send over yor opinion in writeing to mee, and yo' r asous for w'
you, shall ad~lse to be dOl;e, y' I may alsoe consider upon '1" you ground yo' judgement, and
thereupon take my resolucon what to doe therein.
And, you shall, by every ship y' sailes from yo' parts for England, give advice to me of the

coudicon of t Sd Countreys and of all other things y' sbalbe necessary. You shall also
~ndeavour eff~etually to adjust and settle a due regulacon or r trade to and at Pemnquid nud
etweeue the inhabitants of New Yorke and those of P id I ' 'consult w'" e ," . . \. emaqul I W 181'8111 you fire to advise and

y prlucipa}l Iuhabitauts and trader of and ill New Yorke to th . I I I
thereof may be secure and improved to r best advantage, cue t ie true e
And lastly I do herehy ord' 1 di , ,

of yo" governem' in the places n:~Ol'eJ~:~ Y
1
iu c;se y~tl shall happen t lepart y' life in ye lime

Cheife Offie' und' you at 't' f ' t lUt t len y Deputy Govern' or hee who shalbe the
places & colony iu sue;1 I~a\llu,enleaosyo' decease slhall take upou him the goverllem' of y. said

< c you are to (De and ob' e • A •
above menconed & shall cautiull G' 11' t < Sel ve y Jnstruc 'un and dln,'ceans

, . e ov to a Inteuts & !'UI'I'O'es t·11 I·
appamt another persall to be G 'I ,. s un I Sll'l tlllle as 1shall

overu t lereOI. Given d' I d 'day of January IGS1. un el my 1an at t Jam s's tip 27"


