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. fHE BEATHM PENALTY

wetts, for burglary in 77, stobe o pillowease full of tems from a house
while the tcoupnl: mmn.“_”_:._n._._._.n riglsl of m.nn_nﬂa.__fnq B He was canght ar

September g and held fon the et court stbing m Woresster, an Seplern-

bt 23, when he was mdicled by 3 grand jury, leed by a pebit jry, con
victed, and seitenced to death, “Tlis have | been burred o from one
atep dm amodleer” Linsey complamed.

Clapital riaks coh be gquuck hecanse they weie uol conceived of ax ad-
sorsarial _u__.n_.nﬂ_u__._.m.._ﬁ. as they wauld come o be undenstod m the |k
‘aghteenth and carly nineteenth centurics. Winesses typically testafeed
onby om Hie governent’s behaff, ke anly ke nommally navolved i
the rase represented the gremment Samarel Lile’s 1bog rape trial in
Massrchusetts lasted anly so long as was oecessary to read “the Dedice-
el & ceidences” 1o the oy, which prompaly convicted hem, When o
alave named Harry was tried i Wiet MNew Jerscy bor “Buggering a Gow,”
the sntire mal conssted of the testimony of bvo watnesses. Mary Muers re-
Taled thal she “ssw him nde open the Cow And that be was in Action as
Buggening the Con,” and thal “the Cow lasd the usaall Mobeas of Cows
when they had raken the Ball.” Her daughter said the same thing, whee
upon Elaery wie cormacked and sendenced to death, Only then was he
winkas] welsetlser he had .u_._..__._"_.__._.ﬂ b g2y

Speed served the twin porposes of elabuben and deterrence. 3t meant
that wials oonmally ook place when the community's memory of e
vime was stll v aned when the conneclivn between the crime and the
resmbting bngal procoedogy was sill percerverd 1o be strone, 1 e hal
Irials bocused on o i_.._.ﬂ_h quicstion. thwe guill ve mmocence of the defen
dand, withoot any consideiatson of the maltiple issies thal crowd nilo o
menderr-day. tridl —the chararter ol wilivesses, the adrissibility af evi
dencss the validity of searches and arrests, and 50 o0 The link bebween
wause and efieet, between the commission of the crime and Uhe irnprs:
tion of the deaths sentence, was made as conspicuous = it conld be.

Ir Comcontrates His M

Capital putushasent was alo onderstood o the seventeenith and cigh
beemth ceivharies B fpcilitate the cringal's repetlance It was of pas
mounl impestanee that one should die in the proper Frame of mnd, ke

e o thal mental state depended, i kurge part, o' etermal Fite after

death Chie had to achieve a proper consoinsnes of Cad heioee it was

‘oo bate This was 1ol an cawy Lusk far arvaae, musch e g cnmosd, Any
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pessen tacing the prospect of this inteoal stnaggde was Tk 1
rale o i i ot e E:é..&ﬁg_n Eitre .H_“H."ﬂ
ufivn .uu..._==._._,.._nq way precioas bine in hopes of long Lie” i iministes
lamcisted, “hal shoubd be beshowsd i m_.._.___.:.ﬂ_.__"_ TR i
future avud an eheenad Estate.” Criminabs, who had to stast fom a dekiit
i Hhiis st ol lFvdsare, wWere fven mon: proce o o

In this ._._..u._.ﬂ.ﬂ..n a death semdence was gf _ﬁ__.n._.wu”_._n value. W may re-
member Samuiel —._.__h__h.n_._._.h comnmend —“wlen 2 i ko be wioBe
_._u_-___u..u_q_ in & ._._.___._“_._mm._"__... i cancerleaies kis qund .._...n__._ntﬂ.m.__m“__ waswbne
and when |ahnsos, cne of the ot praminenl uf the esrty English panal
rebarmiers, said it 1977 it was taken lbsat weay, but i the seventeenth cen-
tury and bar mnst of the eighteanth i was ne joke, Unlike cthier peeple 2
comdeminad criminal knew well in sdwance the exat clate of his death
He had a deadline, and the state was citges bo help hian cneet it, "There s
oo Place m the Wield" marveled aie minster, “whese suck Pairs are
taken with condemin'd Criminals to preguare them for theie Death; that i
the Destrucrion of the Flesh, the Spint gy be seved in the Dy o 1 Lord
Jesus.” The comdemned person was nermally allowed at logst g week ar
T, ard cften sovieral wesks, _H_ﬂn_. readv o die. [Hane bk B __u._.__m FlEw,
execited crirmmaly were the hicky anes, Unbike ondinary penple. “they
were nnt snabclied ik etermty, from itheir wicked coeses, ina gk,
..._..mn_.__.-__._._ B or .n.__...”_u._.:.._u._a_._.. e reHest g, il _.._.._.....E__.u of their _._.._m.aﬂ___."._.__.
fite, and the desregard they had paid $o the commandinents of God, or the
lawa of maan, "™

Fromm tlse groermment’s perspsctive, & delay of several weeks after sen
tencioy had the added advantage of allowing me S publicemg the
wheduled execution by ward of month and i e nesspapen, permit-
g ardereded spectatars bn maks m._n_._.“ i abenc. Bod the gercranent
abs paid 2 prece tor the delay, a setaf implici? easts high encaigh be sup-
23l a consensas on the impatance of the criminal’s sabation, Delay he-
Pagen corvichan ardd svecobon weakened the deterrent and  retribahse
efferls of capetal punishment by afemmating the bnk bebween the crime
aned the punishment. Simple housing and feeding a condemnped erinanal
i yad during the inderio was a sigroficant expense for units of colonal
Eovernment that never faek m moch money. Risk of an voen grealer cost
wiy possd by the Lkelihond that the condemisead peocn wonkd saape.
Jasls lerided not to be very secwre. Condened crimpak had serv Btk fo
Inse, Esgheeenth-century records are full of mmetes escaping after being




THE DRLATM FIRALTY o N

ssitenced b dedth; In Csorgia alnoe bitween i7g0 aml 1805, al kust nine
peaple escaped Fom jil afler beirg ,._.,_._1_“:_._&_._ 1 dleath —twa Tor ma
dez, b far focgery. amd five fue barsesteading. i the same peiiod m
beet it hone vsraped while aanding trial far a cagntal offense. | The L.
ular Jabm Broum, senbenced o death in Cannectivi, eseaped from thy
[ itchfiek county il twice. Escipes like these furced the governmien n
Py peoplt b pussug the prsanesn. The expemses _u._._.._..._.u.n q..nnu._.__._._.._..__m.
._E.__u B, Sar .u..ﬂu._._.u—u_n. feqrand o mae part af the _u_._.__ u..___u.._._.._.__.._._.._._. 1 the
Cotmietici Asscmbly by Willizm Stanton, Lachficlds jailer.

Yol gavernaments contirei bevalbe: sufficient bnne for repentanice, and
vt o lengthier st time for individual criminals, When “Bristal a Ne.
rey By, semtenoed om Ovtober i, 763, 4o he hanged on Noveanber 15
petiticned the govemar of Massac hasets tluat ke was “desicouy ol further
_““.._._.n ._u.umﬁ llowed him to prepare toe deally,” hisexecubon was pot off
apnther fuy wieks Knowsg the importunce that these in- anthonly
plaged an nepenlance, comdenmiud prisoners desperately secking 1o delay
their sxecutivns were carefid b mclude appropriate refereaces Lo Lhew ef
farts in that divechon. Masss Paul, awaiting bis death in New Haver,
pleaded with the Connerticus { reneral Asseimbdy “ab beast o pratpane the
time. the dreadfud tand of his execition which wowesocs near at Hand,
fiat b may bave o longer space for repentancs, that be may, i posalile,
M’ he essape not punshmenl from menl cscape the Pimshment of
ot Byen' Bhie merits of Chrisk and Faith iz los Bleod ™ I worked. Pauls
exccution was pul off fom May ontil beptemher.™

Whale i @l awaiting cxocubicn, the candemmned pemaom was nof aleme,
A steaxly slream of snunsters came bo cabl, armed with advice oo hew e
prepare for the death and the afteclide that meaited The compesaenule
Judges always allov & conssderable Tiene (commenly o Mondh al besst al
terthe Sentencs @ promounc'd, before the Execution o proceedsd m”
ame Bostan writer ouled noryg. "l tis whils they are visited, it may be
eveTy Digy, by woane ar neher of the Mingsten of the Town, tie meliuct
theen, et e, and pray with e Ministering to thase condemned
by el waas s veibine Pl ais oo William Srmith could pubilssh 1 goide
laask fur manishers — The Comvice’s Vinros or, Perutenrinl {faces, (m (e
aracien way of llurgy] comsishing of Prayers Lessans, gnd Meditahions:
with nihible dewdions Befor, and af the fime o Execubion - made up
largely of scripted dizlopue between the numaster and the condenuzed
przcmer. The uul_ﬂ_q. veldaf 2 congdemped persen way i efect e ininis-

_TRRRGE, BLOEE, AND BiFPOMTANEL

ber's CniffREney reom, e _ur:..... whiere e belimeed His servnes b e
nesded muost urgendly Bebween senteicr and execation, * ponstant atien-
brors i given by wome clergman, or more. In the redligiaus imstriction of
the cornict .. And seance a mormwr s coer heaed, tat e mieh b dene
u.n.: wich an _.:__..-.._:._.___. .u_“__ﬂ_..._...“

As might be expected, the gt of the minivien’ message was the need 1o
repel before o way boo late. "I you want parden, lock ko 3 coacifed
Chrst,” Jnshua Spalding plemled with the munderer Isaae Coombs,
"What Hwu doest, do quickht™ Munisters emnphasized that while il re-
i vived of e el thone wes sill ..__._.__._:_.m_uu.____.. loe _"_u._.ﬂ.m._...n_-._nu.ﬂ i e e
William Shaw “wald die e 0 comdermmed seivnieal © T commseloe il
ki, “vel beimg in Chris, veo may be pardoned of God, and senitted in
thvee Final ydginsent ">

These sesioms were alten succestal, at least by the minsten’ s g
coomds. When 2 condemned enimical canld Le _u.“_._”._.._.w.___n._n Lohrist, o was
an vremnHg bur §iCRINE and celehrabom. _”.._._.._"._._.._"._._.__._ m._“__.:_...v: ._.._.x.:._n_._.
Bl Tes lasl meeting with e nwarderer John Yeang wes “mare like @ rs-
horal congremalaten vist be g bodegrown, of 2 man abeat b be put
ﬂrﬂ.ﬂ__ﬁ““r-..._._ o Freat earihh _u_.mﬂ__._m_.:.un.... trigm @ wisit Bo oo, whoe b g fe
hours wis ta suber an ymomirsaus desth.”™ ‘When Francis Persore] was
sertenced to death. ke recalled, "1 o nayself oot of Chinst. | s that
wears urnder the curse of o backew b, b | wgs g elisld of bl a bood
shawp b e D Bk after g woeek of sigiks froon manishers, 1 sea that ehe
Bilasd aif Chrisl wis fully sufficient o cleanse from all sin and iniguibe
Frisomers were often 2llrwsd te attend church on the iy of worship pre-
cedhng the execation, where ey would fisd themselves i sulject o
the semncm, Smmetimes the cosdemaned peeson was allowed to choose
the hiblical text upon which Hie scomon wes bassd. Jeremah Fenwick,
whn chopped up his neighboe with an s in ey asked for Matthen
o bear pat Blem wlach kil Bie hody, ot ame ool abbe -t Kilk the
u...l___.mn aut rather B haie which o ahle n ."__“....._.._..u_”_. buty sl sl body
hell” — amd Cotton Mather was happy o oblige s ®

The condemmned proeomers couhd akso tuo these vsits to their ano
.n.___n...__.u__n.n_.u_ =_._...nh___.u.—u.un.n... Ther= were _._-.F. ___.___—u.._. s nsehil .u.,w_._.-.__H_:-ﬁ R
ki clemeiey dx 4 BT E i Tl L :.._.:.._._:_:__,._,.. _.-ﬂ_._nnm._.___.. vize zchieved
the compisy of iwmishers whiz Tund the ear ot the povemumenl Oice sen-
bervoeed b death, & prisaner had bt ho base by comfessing hiv goilt and
proclaimang his neatound futh, This incentive Casly soone kot om the
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braacidis bare no resemblance t ane anather .H_____”_._ WEEE i1 vy, e
it peese; one al lhe verses was supposedly i Julian's oece, the oy,
fhe therd persan. At leash ban were spairiaus and perhaps all three w,
Knowing that lhey were addressing a pubdic mghtly sheptival of th,
thenticits of thewe aecounts, publishes of condemned critningly s
T _E.“..__.m_..__.._... incladed an astestagion thizt tler priscaes really dig ek
v cloe i thuse stributed to lum, “Afer [ s penned o by s
osaent Moty € read the same over 1o him, because 1had nof related ir o,
im the v same pamerical wends” wiole e m___.._.__"mu_._nq af e _”.m_.__..nq.u_.__.:
andl Lot ok of Themas Hellser, an indestured serant exccuzed iy
pinia far enurdering s sster s _...______u__..... " Afber he had e the smipe Tea
et e acknowdedged this o be the trae sense of his awm Inlentives
“The reader will take nohce that | do pot attest b the tath of Pongy &
g speech,” cunceded [omthap Plummer, whe purpottod o lave e
vewed Pamp, a Massachuselts e, in hix jail cell, "Ll [ afhmm that by
rebated dn mie as malters of et the particulars reconnted in this speech ™
But of course such afirmaticns were as easy b Blsify as the cotibout of
speeches. Most renders had s wav b knaw whether he comxlernned FEE
omers had actualky said what they were reported fa have said Twa cenlu
ries later, vestleer Jo we Same of the accounks are wiiklea a s slvle pros
ably o highflowm i bave been withan the caparity afa person of aversge
Taberacy, bk af povirse some conclemned posneens, hen as nos, poose s’
Islerary skills far abeve the average In other instances publishers we;
have ensbelladhed the syle wathout allenng the substance Same piblice
tians were anright frand. The published dying declaration unavaidabh
.ﬂﬂﬁi&.in as lo s authenlscly
. Fivn The condenmed penaom s perspective, the rpportuuly b0 shan i
Eu profits of the emberprise; and theveby bo provide some maney 107 the
Family et _”_.nw_._._._._“_... o doubl comtributed o 2 willingies o coopeialt
#ﬁuﬁdﬂ wats 10l the ooy reasom tor publcation. [ehn Ratter, harges
E.”___r_...._._ﬂ__ e robbing & church, wrate st his confesacn i onder B
.m__i.ﬂ_.ﬂ-.wﬂ._ﬁ abaul bus aceomphice “Dienng Haves for be s the grestes
tﬂuf ti: Woeld lest ke bring thean to the Gallows, a5 he brought v
%.E__H A pleadled . with readers not o consider his execubon @
eflectin an his mother or his hrther, who already had troubles epavel
._F,?._EL..._H_ declarabon way alsy a hual appostunsty lo deglare poe s snoe
h_m”n_n__.... bk broan. the grave. “IF the word of o dying man can be takea.
sidd one: New: Vork counterfeiter wha wis prabably airesdy desd by 1

.I.l.’.all.l'.l.u.

n_;._.m.-.._mu words could be resd, T am imnccent o8 e rithe: impubed 46
me

Unlike dying declamtions, cromimal hingraphies S not e s i
puend fea their authenbesty oo the cooperabon of the eondemined pris
arved The facts af the ceimes conld be obtaiived bnm other St i
sepmoms arsd dyng dechrations, sccounts of cme were afjen published
pebenwibly a8 o neeans of mebnechion. Mansy, lowever, voritained T
g text paplicitly devoted o that puspose. Crieng was simply inberssting b
jewd about As cme Bioadede sold at Moses Paul's hanging admisial, it is
expected that the nquasitve Pubdic will be desirous o knew some Parie-
ulars” of Pauls he and coime ' ladormation aboul cime was walbaghle
enoagh i its oem nght Sor seaden S cwver the oot of publication and
more

Adi exscutivn thus possessed a liberary existence lnsg ilber everyome had
gone homse By the time the kst pamiphiet was sold. several montba mnght
have pazed sinee the crmanal had been senboced o death. He had
bLeenr B abiect nf _._.n._._.ﬂ.._. then tascination, and then .,.._..__m.n____.... izl ad]
the while i the &ve af a pabfic moch larger than the comed thal attended
hs exeeition

T_._.. all the fizs® Conpted cnminals coald moe easily have Feen

killed withowt any ceremony 5 adl. The procesion. e ser i, e
pallows speech —all of it nusst have served some purpose, or peaple
would hardby bave gomne bo the broatde. We may sty b reasoms eigh
weenth-century officrads would have toomd of welul to shuate hangng
withan this kind of cerernony

m..ruﬂ._". the CETETILUIYY _.H_-._...__un_.._ 2 way ba n_n__.___u.... the meskige af demor coe-

ated b thee hamgrng and o bmadcast thal mesage by the pahblic The
inflichon of death by itsell might have drswn a ceowal, hut _._.”w:.q_ deplh
way placed at the end of 4 series of deamatic evenls that cuuld have al
tcted spectatons by thenschves, the nuember of spectalor wis rralle-
plied. Every additioual member of the auchenee w45 oee @i penul L
be deterred Fom coane i the fubare The hangings messge W
inbenified for each spectalar by the oombext created by the provessan,
whicl cauld amount to 2 sgnificanl displn of the ..__u___.u_q._ ey b the
o rimenis _.n..d._._._ﬂu_. and H_”._.. the u_"u...-_.-._,._._n_.. which ",....“_.u_u__.-_._u_._ .:.._._... _""H
HIRET WS _d_n._.._._ﬂ directed at a %_.-_u._..r..:_Lq mﬁ._n_.___._.....___u_. 0 the pEnrELE B
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gighteenth and wardy nineteenth cenburies. Massachuyens abalish,
bievehil of clengy ina78s, upon a legishative kuding tal *i s n..__m__.n._m.___
fannded in supengibon and mpusties,” and that s o means :.h..:._:._wu_.._. ¥
tae rigar of the peul L o Sl mast cases aperales very tiadeg teb .:___ﬂ
disprupeationately " New York shelished the doctrine in 1585 71, | .
Cromgiess, when enacting the hrs federal crimenal stalules in 9, e,
ithe refinsed 40 make the doctrine part of fedecal lo, Pennsuliggg, bl
ished it m 1704, Virgmaia we eyl Mandand m sdie. The scathien, Sitkes
were generally dower to underlake peal refoon, and thix divergenee by
tween Martk: and Svuth extended to benefil of clengy. Sooth Carglung di
mit zholish the Joclome wndif (S
To prevent offender: frome pleading the benefit maoee than anee, i
ernrenls peaded o meins of keepusg back of feeir cominals. Ane sirg;
comrnsanly wonshd hava: o Irsulde remembering atin had been mE_.__M....“
bt of clengy ur the st cithen by keepang written records ar simply
by hokhig thal keavdedee wi memor. A vear after Pooe Alvey roceig
Hwe berseht of chengy for wurder. he was back in cour again, comvicled of
stealing o cow. The court had lile trowchle feming tuen down when be
bed to plesd clergy a secomd hme. But people seeking bo escap then
pastz ceald be highly mabile  They could change eir names Wl
an sfective way ol Fansmalling crimmal recards from ane placy 1t an.
reher, a comanal nnghl plead the beneit of clengy sgain ad again. Cin
ernments exchauged that data b placing o drectly o he body of the
efmimad, m the foem ot 2 permasest bum-sack on the thioh, Con
victed criminals carried thewr bistaries around with themn The mark
placed sourt afficial. on mstice. The Baston Wiekly Pogt-Boy ke tha:
fohi Stevens, sentenced ta deaily g & provious secipeent of beoefit of
elergy fon ME:.FﬂT.ﬂﬂh New Yok ulls of credit, “complains much of 5
Huar i bris Righit Do, o it i tha't he will T o cut aff tor S o0
ful general Morifiation.” The mark served the sane funchon o lhe sl
. ablarge 4 ponson branded on the thumb was momedistel idennfisbl
3 eI concie: &i..E%&EES. anid thus sisenecaie v
“..“_...- 4 ”...1..._. IH_E.ET__... ﬂﬁ.n._._-uin_“_. “Afber 1 recened
nbiny.” recalled the bunglar fohn Browr, *1 s held o
MEE.{ el a5 & pestilence by Gommon Suer
et of cleigy dhos proviced a fist step o 2
....H...MHE_ lawe thad in _.__-._.__.....mmu__.. i

|
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A secoted Jorm of sembaiy hargimg made u .
pai skt boaks m iy when ﬂhn:gﬂﬂ“ﬁﬂ“ﬁ m ..__.n..ih
punishmmients for bangfary and robbeny. & thisd offense gould b cagial
a5 before, Bal second nffereglas apuld :_.u_.n_u.. b nﬂh._.n.m o il .}.l
nu_w.._..__.._ frir air binier walh o mpe acinigel their necky Afsr Bis Bk P
__.-_n.”__ wphl B wli __.__.:.-._._ =

Simalated banging must bave been wadely pesceived 2 & e
_"_r.._._m____-..._n_.ﬁ. beecaitse haviaehuset rebnrmned 1o gk _.n_u.un_ﬂ__"_._._.. iy
mewd sevenal dociden When the colory decapitalieed adulery i 16ige.
ik penalty nabstitubed e deaidh way an lewr om mw_,ﬁ___._._.q._ﬂ with 4 s
around the nevk, phus whippang, plus the wessieg of the letter & frer,
[This last pureshment. of counse, was the hasis for Nathaniel Hasthore's
il The Seanler Letter | Massachosetts did the saone bir moest the fol-
lnwing year, with andy the Jettin | to distinguish the incestanus from e
adubtercais Blasphemy was decapitalizod m 1bgy, and severd ponsible
semtences were substibated, sne ol which mveleed sting oo the galtows.
Phaelliss recenved the same penalty in v, provided thear oppoens did
ik die. (Whemn bis opgroneed died o the result of a duel, Bae winnes was
o be ewecuted and then baned witheat a cothn, with a steke drven
therasagh s beody | I 1937 the second offerse of e, if of over 4o shil
linge, recerved an hoar oo the gallows, pls whipping and mple ceshinni-
lier., The last of thess statites was eracled by Masachoserts in 1785,
when it abaalislsed beneht of clengy Simply abalishing cheegy, without si-
multaneaushy redeafing the sod of the stabe'’s penal code o provds bexser
penalties for Are cffenders, would heve suddenly readdered that code
mugh ogme severe, Instead, e state substruted siomlated hanging, ™

The prachice of sumulsbed kangme was brown theougleal s mod-
i Eumope. [ it b besn Beniliar 0 meny of the saverieenth-
cenhary colomists ok North: America. because o some sarh imfaices they
coniducted fake hangings without any statulory sulhaistinn. Cme case
mvalved & dhive meferred v m B Masachisetts court records omly as
Anna MNegro, whi was accused of killing her dlegstimate child i oy AR
though Anma was secosed of muarder, and was foamd (v have commatted
the charged acts, the pry chose the wonbiag of s serdict cacetuly: © Phey
fourd fhe szid Anna Negro Guilty of having a Bastard child & pervatly
cormvey{ing] 1| away” Faced with 4 werdict that stopped shorl of & formal
Ending of munder, apparently becanse the mry was ieloctent bo condesin
Anin to death the court fashiomed an appeopnste sentence: an bow o
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o iy wanmen whee kilied their hushands, were venlence e
henped instead Sheritts conducting budtangs wers sumetioes o )

Ry _......_:,.n.,.n_"_ Hhsil. s mn _.n.r_-_uq:-._. they hianped e oo ___.".__:.:.._ e
aoen First b wpeiere moem e e the pasims fiatheriree Bovam's axscalio W iy
[ afpi- Alarnes. _:.n___._mu.. she wonild b dead Befnre the ki 7 he
qan. bist e Birs: .._...__.n.._"_ b quickly ta U vape arciand her ]
barmed it aff, _”_H_.__..+.:__H het; shll silise, irdn the bre. Serteii-es 4 2 T
speaified that the defendant should Be hargsd fod. and ool g,
bummed. 35 @ win o mtersih 4 death seabence watlaus i e T ____.

megsaare ol pain iruled

raitler W 2y b aiflick 2 sentenes warse Phan death was g .u_...n“...,.__. -

carpe 1 4 puilic place The bady. covered with tallow or pith 1y
delzin _.__,...,...__._.._J-“..a___..u_. gk encazed 1 a m_"h_m__“.._. LB R o “__.__....__ ik
b Bvaild, it Tngls shove the grousnd asnd wilh Brge encugh spaces bebaes,,
dhe bars 1a _”._.:_._:. 2 VWIS L _m..._.__...n._.ﬁ.ﬁ_ crimimal was eammanly 2 d
fes e “Bing in chaisia” en “heng in irons” The prachce was intemled «
gy the deberienl - stect ot _..w._"_:u_ ._.__..____u,_._..___..___. i fun semees
kaeping the gxcishon m public view mwuch longer B b comeeny
sell. prbbting aflowed the state b repesl o message of ferear, dae o anc

div ol b these whe passed nean e e oo et daily ratines Ao by

deiivirg the cistaman bl priEtang the coneleminsd nermns Bndy

to decompose in full aew, subect o weather, msects. and birds of pesy,

the stase couald intensife e meissge of termor by explodting the pupul;
concern with the mitogndy ol the bady atter death.
Mangingn chains wis a penalty apphied i an ad hoee Bsboco, The gh

bet wonthl be i arder whenever afficials percesved the need forae s
dase uf terrer, Shaves were often hang in chams foe crimes Lk rape o

aracmt, e i show of force to otiier slaves e their communaly Ladians we
gibdbieted oo, For the sume reason o Wobony, Masachusedts, ¥ il
Bradstrest noted (' bz journal i w893, “an Iedian koneckr @n Euglis

izl oo the hiead with his hatchiel He was lken & hanged aisd o _____...”

upan .-_..Tww.”_"_n_u.. When whikes were T.....:.ﬂ ion chaeny, thiir crunids = .r.__..
i be thase nomsideced extraordinarily grove. Puabe: abien receiverd B

-gihhet Murderers might be hung in chains Jor parbenlarhy cgrne
eeimey; I vt resicints of Annipelis could watch the docanng bud: !
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—r._._.._:_..___ Laift, vk hd Geiflead o ETOup ..m...._.______..u__.
e Wriglt arel :..._m___u_._..“.._.:._.n..:ﬂ_u__u_..._..m T |
Jei-nla shap captasn rd
The _:_—.-..: .u_....._.u._L... al 1he "__".__u_ _u_u__._.. ul a m.:_"_u.__.. _._.m_._"_:ﬂ.. g e
counts; credied @ senmban, attraching a stealy s o .ﬂ_".n"._.&_nf
Rénjemine Clolman = e Slassachisets pitale Wilham Fiy bkt
he calbod it 7a Spectache fur warring he others " The notor s it o
soph Amilrews was hung hkigh in crame "o il mosi _._..__..“_”_:.:___“._..u..._.n__"
{hii: ekt Lekaned ive “oewlork Pav” Pesk ldanil is s called Ebny Ty
nd il ane corisrelen ilss ...,...._:___..._. of e Statue ol 1 ihert e n“p_._ - u
wenet of how el Andreuy's mttmg coepse could wrve *s 4 Spectick 1o
Jeser all Pepsmm fenm the lifke Felome: for e Gibee® The .ﬁ_"__._.q_ R
pare ennughs i any e placs et 2 was an object of cursite a s e
Haaal elrew speclabors trom all social s aed aps r”__.,.n_.nﬂ_n [urmiah
.____._n._._.nf.l.u_._ k- Hoedail descrihed 4 _.n.n.m._.u.ﬂ:_. 71 ...___:m i hes ..."hu.u_. gy
wite & Jery & Bety, Davwd Curmirghar & his wife, & & sor. went n
(he catle tn Crontpnwirs Tslamd, & be st the parsste o Cobibns 22 Bendl 1
fgnd ™ Ay mentioresd eardier. the 1755 pivbeting of 1 slave ramad Mk
as remeembercd dishinectly by seselenbs of Charlasosn, Masirbmess,
ix Bate g vl One purpose of the gibbet mas w0 ceacs the public, and the
pubihe appears b have ke cobie
Ths _u._n__.__._.n.r_ﬂ.n.._.__.__._._._.u walee chheiah _qu..n._.._u._._ i The ..."_"_u._._ v Bz vien
léady i three uncelated epoodes in ke seventeenth-cenban New Tork.
all _n..-n_.____uﬁ thie _hm.___m._._m i chmdng of people odsn were alicady dead
adsers e decision was made to gikbet them In 365z an unramed slave
kelieved ‘ta huve murdered thiee people. inchofiog bwe of his mamer's
childners, was feand dead moa rver: His oy weas eetrieved and gibbeted
I i thie bl of s e nameed Culfy, executed b aron aed then b
werd, was ding g and bimg inchains. In by, when & muederes auir pen-
terwce of death disd of natural causes before hs exeoation e, his b,
was i durgd o be gibbeted ¥ 1o such cases where uffr isk manipulsted
the bedias of the dead 3= a wanmng w0 the living, the mese fact ol _"_E_r
wis evidenthy considend Jes smpartant than the manne @ whict dicath
] B piahlac by prizacnbed
A privin pablished i Philadelphia in 1793 sageests thist .__".” oRan 1
spined By i grhbet arove not s mach fFom the prospect of having dmes
voipae seens a5 fram thit ot having it lurn b shead

M Ty Bwiw ool s
he ko i 1he i
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were sy i e seenlevnth and eighleestl centunes, Elm_ﬁ.._m E

whments ceuld not have been believed w0 sene o aich etnpha .m fra,
rerks b come. Bue iF boelay's Borian wisild vause perple ¢ Sk _.n..“"__.mr,_n_.
the cominal juslice svstern etsell, the heeror of Hie sevenheeisth o _..i._
ienll cenhries did not. Belore the laber sightecsiy cetibary ___n__ g,
recond of arpone m Brith Narth Amenes claiming thar pyl, _.u” B iy,
berment was hoo severe a penalty bor crime. T the extent ¢),q) 4 “.r:._
fitides Befiore then are recuvemable today. they mgy be _..__Hn.___u.._:"_u“._..n__._ u_.._.
article in e Bosdon Evernimg-Pod from 1763, deseribing an .p...ﬁ_“._..r.u_. "
[ P e B ey before. Accoading 1o the article, o midusf, q_"____”_._.._ ".._
4 bave killed several habies was executed hy harging her, aver 4 G,
lerge izon cage alsa pecupied by sivteen wild cab. "The cats astyckog |,
whike she was #ill alive, paliing cut her entrails i 35 minutes o 4. __rn
gl culiod “ursprakable tocbuce,” unkil she and e caly q)) _._ﬂ__
Whether or net the shory s i, fhe imberesting aspect af it fog o, i
poses is the shart commend the paper’s edine sppended b it “Hes, 1._..m
conzed this execution may appear with regard b the poer anijgels” i
EEEL. Sesachuasels _uﬂ.-._" of mh._ﬂrm..__u- which it il yst
it petbamly camnot be thaughi tov severe a panislusent doe sich 3 nr
ster of iniuity, 25 could prceed s scquiring = Farune by the delen:
4...1.4.&.3..? iu.n&.nﬂi_._._.__.n__m..__:__m._.ﬂ inrccnl. And f a methed o
it !.Emuﬁ_._. i & marurer somenhat simdar b chis was adooi)

o= E thee haisid coome af nusdor iught nat s [requent
. iﬂ!ﬂm of the presnl limes ™ The comspienans dow of e

pout W b g ,a.r._..__...nn._n;:_.ﬁ_ il way mecessary. This s far a:
o e ...Eulanu_ffﬁ_!.m&i_ fue the seventecnth ared mos o

gibbeting. and dismenbermend all dwinclled may touand the
e .%l__.ln._. Lhey were replaced by a mrge
gl gfﬁh&c: Tl pdder foons o
-h _._..... g Eggp ._._._..__u_.___.n .n_._u_.._._.-.._.ﬂ I e
.qu_..._u____u_r_un_._E__”_._... place indoors, unde m
pegpie: ..mfn.bai_ﬂﬁﬁi af bhese mnsl 1
o ; ! .._ P _..1..." ..E.Em..ml.ﬂ_.ﬁ.—”_ (i n"_.l..,.H._u__“_111_.u._"___._.n___ |_
e |..w_"m-a__.._wﬂ that tacd place thirsughout Hurth

W
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Amesitcs arel Europe bebveen the [zt sighiteenty gl warly ___....u_._._“_.n.m.h
e |

The practive of dissecting dead bodies, both for ascenain
death il Bor indvacliog eocchial shidents, had a ___u._._.m_dn.._._u._.___._.#__mn.”“_"_uu_“__.
s the endonies Aa mabruetion in oy canse b be sidertd s o
cenpritial ennporenl of a medical educaton i the eighbteenth conbany,

ihe demarnd for cadaven began o wsoeed the supply. In the eigteenth
ared garhy mneheenth centinica the denaml boe cadivers was peinamly

safishied unlawhally, by grave robbers whe dug ap the bodes of ———
cently buried

I thie conbext the desecting of eweorted creminal kil ead Sind
with une stome By adding dissechon b o death sentenes the sate cauld
wrmiltaneansly karnish brdies I phosimase and dser ripe, The s
i of English cnminats chates back at least 1n the sisteenth centiry, and
there s evidence of the practics in e carlies American colorses The
.__wn_._. Flasachosetts Bady af Liberhies mehaded 5 :.._._:mn_...—._.:u._.__ theat 2200
bl crimirals ke buaned within bachve houm “mibese 58 Be 10 cuma of
Amabornie,” which sugpests hat some were bemg dissecind The ealies
etelemned Moty American crimimal .n:.__:.____.. knoen In buve beein 1
sected woes anh Ielian eoaned Julian, wha wes hanged for muorder
Bexcbon in 1733 Five years labes, on Wilkismdbues, Viegmia the musdensr
Antheny Dvitoend was “anatomizd by the Surpenes” st 40 3 bacal
nEwspap accounl® Whils the cadence is nol enbrely clear, these cary
chasecbians appeaT o hass been aithameed afler e csacubem mathe
than Leinag past of b sentence imalt They &o not seem bo have heenun
dertaken in a4 comsciwe effeel o deber cone by addmg 250 exia element
of fermor to the pavishinend

Disssction becarrs a barmal amms of penal policy m 1752, wloen Pl
ment passesl an act “for betes peeverting the hoeid conme of rrandec” In
ceder "that s further besrar ginl _._._..n....,.,.__:.__ mark ol __...T.u._.__.. be added i
the pumshment of degth,” bisfies of English musderers sen coguind ho
be gven o phivscians to be anastomazed. Columal prachios wes neve as
severe. Ersvcion remamed the sxcephive esther than e nabe for sk
crial npurdare i Alten _..___.rn.ﬂ._n.._____n._ﬂ...n. Py skabes vathonzed __:._m__u.._.n._._.._.
vl dlissecFini i nu_.:.._x_ mgndes senbence, baal B siatites mna
ersrhy always phrased i dearehomany temms, s albew fodges o sonbévee 4
mmircleret fuy he dissected emly whese the judge helieved tiwe sedcdecd pene

T
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ahty approgmate. The first of 1he Amencan desechon slabytey, i g

cnth e b e ool alliwwing pidges discrehon i this PeS s “__“:

Masachusedts o of 1784 thal mare the increased pensliy i

anly for Hiese convicted of winming a dueh IThe judge wan v e

bien fa neder the Inser te he dimeched as well | New Yook zavy ] gy

the discretian to have murderen avatamized in 1380, after 5 noy . ...._”_.

Yok (it the previons vear dievhed at grave rabbing surgeon: i, = _..

thee: wery first federal cnmumnal statube, Lomgress provided the i

tiow do federal judees. Other states and terrtostes fellwsed suit 1, &

sy 17, the Loaisiana Territory bl Manoe an ¥y _.”_:.._..:..__.._.n
i 1Az alter an anti-desechon nol hke the ooe m Mew York, 1ling, o

iz, lows i g5k and Mehraska w858 A Lk as B 3 Hew Shatnlp

Massachosests reabhrmed the power of o court o seatenee a fnirdees, y,,
e glissited. ®

Arcoants of capital inals sugge thal dussechon was incloded m o g,

small percentage of meteenth-century wrden sendences. [ ike bonins
gihbehng, or dismembermens, dsacchon was an enhancemen o iy
dher senbeniee, wot o standard part of cove, Cflen 5t was imposed on delyy
danés comiched of nmirder as part of 2 shipboard muting, ar dived-

comsideril moee culpable than the accamplices with who they had
been vonvicked. a5 a way of signitying that same muordesers desened 2
gréaber ?___ﬂ_..__uq_._.. tan attiers =W ﬁ__w_.r_ b piopsarlion thie- lemae af
punishment to the degree of cffense” Jame Madieo agued m dise:

licer's Exvar in the hot Cengress. As Ulinled Staces Supreme Coutt Juse:
Jamses dredell explamned ta o ez grand jury in mgz, dissection ws
_..n___.. fror cases ...a_.......,._.”_. agprrvling cecumstamees "

There were alsa, liowever, mane cases in whach no reason b des:
o s apparerd fom e recard, where it seems Likele Bl tlse dinseo
me o the judee, ur the lack of Incal telatives to clain the bady. o he =
cial dareling of the defendand’s fumily, ar the earmestness of the fcal
medel commmnity plaved o sole m hllmg the anatory table A M
Yok serlencing proceeding oSS, e judee “tosk scvasion 1o il
bie conssidered @ weak oun i the adminstration of e, = dangens
bt g .. @ a #.nn?ﬂ.._..i curmapt man,” and. then o pooe he

; E._.. hsigioger James Hanulion —n._u_n drsoctod In Massaclae ™
m . Tﬁiﬂungg were dimerted bocyuse bwo e

.__.,._I
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aacked, pervers anil ncorigble” The e e Seramig, s
.___.___._..,.._ T ek _u._.__..” v pnine .n.__.-.__.u 1:_n....._.. 1eqect for the _._unF._.ﬁ.. ul
his agedd and respectable parents ™ Whether ot el disection woakd he
part o a senbenee was parely withen ibe daerbion o8 {he trsal vl sl
oy Bt reassan was oflen vnprediciable.

[r the debstes o whal sush] Secomse the dissection pemvinnn i fhe
fpt Fedleral erivanal sbafibe. ane represenfative abed “the ver grest and
yrporlamk pTo emcnly which had beer made m Hurgery fiom EXpRre
il ik an :qm:_._._na..._ i iy Eaver Bk r....j.n___ tisecbnn [ailed misecahly e
o geairs il .__..._u.t._iun srifgeoie with cadaven. The wimber of crimipsils
exerubed was sreves anyabiere close to Bhe oundber of caduvers denasded
for medical instructon. By e middle of the nivetessih cepture most
aabey ensused a sbeady supphy by denafing %o phyniczins the wncaime:d
bodies of the pror, o of tese unclamed bodies belongead o casomied
T, 50 the consechnn betwern essrabion aml dissection woasld
pmever b ppbally severed. As a b m 3k, John Klotley Muorshead -
penched ke hanging of beu Blck men ol vo back woman in Beckng
bas County, Mol Carchng. “There was no claimant for the body of
ame of the negro men,” he recalbed Bty vears Later, “amd De Wall of Mad-
wﬂ_-._ ._.F__.iu._._. i _._.I..Hun;ﬂ.n. _.m_... .u_..___.u.n.__..._.p._.m T T R & aind e i fnr de-
aicting and in thre geachui g el s dndents wha mitended 1o sbhady mide
pime By b second halt of the mneteeath centary, howeser, o the
burdies of hanged criminaly wene descotod, @ was usually because nluen
alive their possesons had been poui. not because they had been enwa-
rals.

Bl if dissevion §ell shart of ane of it chyortzess, if achisved the ather
Disgeilicn “was slended with mlalan efects @ ik catanly enereased
the deesed of parishment.” one of ibs congresioral gopenents argacd o
176 The tamily snd fends of Whihng Sweeting, Fanged m Albany in
14, pleaded in vain with the dostor who bad been asigned the gt o
Swenhing's compse. Abram Anteme, mtetviewed shodly heloer biing
hanged 11 Mocriswlle. New Yok, declancd “that he willing he die, ani
iy compiains of the marner. He i vorv anxious _ﬂ—_._...“.._.m__m his hiochy, he-
et Bearhal Bhat i wall be ohtamed for dissecion ™ Conde _.__._._...n_ PR
wets somielimes careful 8o mstruct peaple ey bl b dook ot e
their hodies, lest they be delivenad In the sungeois Wichael Martm, ese-
exded i Bastnn in 321, inchuded such 2 clause in Jus will: “Feeling much
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bhat Harding revived oo, “and & actadlle now m Bridess ],
Mimber of Feople resart ta see ham, particulorly Sucpeons,
Olbservabions: Fe loes in his Codfm, covered with a _“_._im fuis 4 |
breathes frecly, and hias o vegalar Jook with his Eves* Handing hod 1,
s lang, with the mpe's pressure preventing nogen Fom sescl, - _.__..
brain, that he had apparently suffered brao darmage. “He has o __._..
heard 1o speak, only motions with hi: Hand sfhere b Pain Gied .._._..._.._“
portel. 1t wax thensghi sl Harding would ot be sebanped, St vy,
rather “be provided for in some convensent House of Chanty, sl _”_H_
straint. bie bewng 1o all Appearance defective iy his Dibelleots” Ry
tion of the supposedly dead was coaian enough alter hanging., by
“mao sl resurrectinns happenug at ane Instant in the Warld, oz gy
heard of o the Meman: af ban ™

Linres bike this one recened wide circulalbon o eghleerth-cotun
America. Several newspapers reprinted a 1707 sccount oy Coek e
lard abaul e fabher Fabwk Redman or Redmond, who was ool down
alter hanging for raentveihl simetes. Five or s honrs laber b v “3c
buably brousght b dife by Glover the sctor, aho il soemns % alse a dexierca.
“_.._q..m_..._.u_._._m.u._._n._ wh miade anincissan in hiswind pipe.” Redman hid teen
pardoned, and wa still alive: The English uewspapers publzlad wan
mmare such #eonunts, enough ta supply everyune with -a stock of kol
edge of the possihitity of resrrechivn ater execution ™

Arenicans alo knew of equally tilling episudes closer b heme. L
mist Bamous may eave been the stacy af Jaseph Taglar, wloch was pif-
Jished a0 several editions between 1788 and rage ! Soan helnre L)
was hanged an Boston 0 1 fur highway rabibery, b was L“.m_ﬁ_._ 1|
by an unmamed doctor, whin-wished “to Bargain fos My Body ™ L .n
called thiat the peospect af selling hinsclf foe dissective pat bim w3 20
sweat my Knees smale tagether and nn longur seemyid b ,._E...q_ .b__ 4
foni of my mouth” Evidenty fueling sonie sympats oc Larlcs F 0
fior n_ﬁm__.m._.._ to help “recover me to Libs .__" mii Bady crikd b _.u__l.....___. o
diagely after | was cut down to same Consenenl Place, tut vl &

of the Peaple.”

BIG. fregy
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 laiger boxl movsed at seme dislanes from the .:_,_e.w_ aithi 1

......-ﬂ EE%EE% _.ﬁ.n.—‘uE.. .T-n E_ﬁ._.l_ﬂ._ _._._.—._... _._n..ﬁ___h

L r o,
ozl oy L el
TR o e 1F

i ..F__._w_,... ”. Tl LT
1 ...._.F_m._n...._...:.” Bt :

The doctos hivred & sraall In__ﬂ.__.__.._.m_n#i...__pp_. e readv o whiisk Taylo __..

iy which the

s e .. - ._I-._._b -‘n_.r._m i
__ﬁFﬂ.ﬂ.Ew E_a..mum._.__ﬂn.n._" q__._n”".._m“__“_. Remembst thal
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- igmian wlachine ney hie sat en Tine apxm il Wing et the Spual
uscle: framt smjary arnd due wet dislncibe the Veodbeae ol the ack
sl L _“_._.u_lJ._...ﬁ_:q Iy ._'.-._u._.r. He kit beband it Meck .-_.._._._._._.E-.q__._:
st e the Hhalber ahich will presen the Megksy reakeng amd Hhe-
e the Cenngmession of the Jugmalss amd preserve b Cinenleions. i
e __G.ﬂn..u..u..__u.- _h._.n_".___.”__ bk thase dieccinms, While Emne
i it 1 s athld was praveng, he "ol genly b w bl o as b
bring te kot om b Pack of my Meck ™ When the teag Tel) his “Fimi
_.ﬂu_u.:___w...u?q the Shock af Falling wae a5 ¥inlenl stmgling and oppeession
fair wank of Breath,” That sensation “soon gave way o v Paie an oy, Exey
I_:n__ “n_u.n_ﬂ-n._n_ i b baarnid ._.__.. o Balls of Flae whel .__.u_u..d_..um Eetcep
hieiry and whath seeined to dart vev il off Like lightrang* Ahter ane last
Bash .__._ﬁr.__.. | simk away witheal P like ome Falbmg boosleep

Ty was oA wheri his friends camed his body tohe docta,
Hee dirl et know exacty whal e docsar did b bem, holas bosar and
pupenthbies munnstes after bong taken on the bazaal, e broue avad - fosty-
Hhape MaTILS after Tiarge deopped o the seaffnhl, Tavior began b
siserve shighthy: Twenty mipmbes Laber *Figave @ vinfenl diep gnzn ' He dell
pains greater Hian the pam ol hangirg fself | camnisl Diescribe the Iniol-
crabie agenvy of that moment Ten Thusand Stranglings are riflig k27
Bulander the dockan's care Tavbor sims reconvered. He flad b S

& simalar birt bess detaibed acconnt, The Yorsdedfel and Suggrising Ras-
armechon uf Witkiam Jones, was publshed n New leoe three pears faber !
Juizes wis hanged for munder m Newark in v, bt appeared 2 week
liges mith a stoey el like Tabor's. He had aztaned ahead of lme with
H“&..r.u.mnmu:. Jearmel i “certain proc coes m l: meediizal art lakely CHT-
. in ﬁ.ﬂq__._un..- “__._-_rl... ollowed the ._"___u.u..r..._...__.-. denctioars on Frawn _._.1_
.._...._._._.n_ _._.n._._m_.ﬁ hiz versehrze bioken. “5l b mymnicnt cf Ny AiEpETmaE;
Jnnes peconinited., “1 coulkd hear a bussing a0 the crorwed, ahech was
m_._.a._._u___ﬁ.__. suceeeded by a dntal darkies innwy facultses, ..-nn.n_____.u.u._.:.u..“_. oy
eeming fades of five ™ |rmes rensembered potling e uplit hie awwuke
by ace the phywician's face staeng dosm ab b Vike Talar, f cuper-
ez _uﬂ.ﬂ_._.._n_h.__.-._m. _uum_._ g (Tl _.u.nu__._h n.n.J._“_.u_.__u..._ i n____h_.,._.....u.n:.u.” Fon fuir
deays hiis fewt were paralyxesd, tus then they bugan wiking again. He fe
phised o lsswe the counlyy b aveud heing hanged 3 m_.._.._.__.__._._”...___w

W stionies like: these troc? ‘Tw centiryes aber il i prabably fmpesss
bl b koo fios st bt at Hhe vory beas Ehey are i mﬂ_._.__._.._.._u.um_.n.. Lisr
cnscinus pecple, sppacently disad, are someiime qviver] boskny ever ak-









THE BEATHM PFEMALTY

uﬂu:ﬁ._._. #ix come within the deBuition of 4le noTics

tal
R e el €

sane king D
m the 1724 case of Mane Cotton, when it valued sy L_u__“.__:.mu.ﬂ_. ”___m.._._d.__"d_..“
stoles goods at ten peace. Whether in the form of PP rth
barm of comvictans for besser, novcapital afepses, sucl; fiteta AT I Hiy

cabed an undercuirent of dieatistachion witl the fopmal _.i_.__..__”.“_““..__.._“.._n._.__.

And th’ his Crimie so great may'nt be,
Yet by the Law 'tis Burglacy *

.w 5 resd & poem commemorating the 1734 hanging af the Bostan Wikeighar
{ Matthiew Coshing, o Fanl glimmes of an arguinent thas Caishing's sy
tence was disproportionate to bhis crime.

Thal glimaner grew inta a blaze in the 1960 and 17708, a5 mone a0
| mare Americans began 1o queshwn the apprapriatencss of capital purash.
{ mienl for propesty crime. “Wha can avoed pibving poant voung felliws,

whose exstenee is cul off 1 the prime and vigour of Tifi, for the palir
M el of a handkerchssf, ar of a watch, or fx wribizig = Fenr wonipels oa ...“_m_._

af paper, with & frsudulent intention?™ asked the Ceorgla Gazette inain
_ “Burely, means of intmidation canned be wanting, sven the' ever gk
! e were chopped down” The MNewYork ol conplained o =3 of

tre “gacat .m._.._u."_.n_._u_ﬂ.&n__.. betwern the values of m_u.nn._m sterery, and the L
m that is barfeited by the thef.” The hanging of Livi Ames far burglan ta:
vt provpded 3 Boston poet to reBect on the sncomgriity that the gueen
ment hanged burglars whnle pardoning a good many murderers

Must Thieves who fake men’s grods away

i Huml__"#;ru_"___i.__._.__._.r.mﬂ_.ﬂ Bload hounds,

e d oo deh? T el

! .. % .. ki %.%.!wﬂiﬁﬂ ok s o the ..__._n_n;..u.__....:_

 toubiask the propricty of the senteinee and abierpted i teo w0
A Ve e m.jr.u._ﬂp—m_ amm ot smysedl s Bat

evengeful, s to kall 4 fellow creaturs

" Bemamin Franklm wondered 2%

3] ) |.1 . .,.EI.HT‘“_.L._H..-..“ u_u..

Ly i it thux _..__ﬁ_.__.m_.n.__ i

death, many beleved, was smpl ¥

fHE SRIGINE OF DPFOSITION

cal implecations. becanse as helief m e dispropuriian

Hnﬁﬁﬂﬁi crime grew, s did the dilficulty of ?Efﬁh
suns. The propensty of punes to acquat defeadant of propery coimes
pather than sepd themn o thear deaths _.__nm_w._._. e e perceved a5 o sericos
problem i the r7bxs “Perhaps mere vllains escape punishinent by the
ﬁﬂu!:iiﬁui&uqi&%_ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂnﬁrﬂ_ﬁﬁn
grester praparlion with the crime.” reasoned ot cosrespondanl o the
(recrgin Crazetle in a7try. Becanse “the law ledves no medm, bl pro-
.__.EEE._.!"_._"_EE ar e puatsbinesd al 3517 Soi thell, jarom with *a regard
for thee value of life, and above all for the valae of souke” had na chinee
ut -t bet thieves go free. The ddBeudty of obtaming comictoms for e
caputal crime of hme-steating caused New Jensey to nsbetrhate corparal
puemishmenl in 174y The death penalty “has ol answered the good Pu-
m_E.n_._“_...-.._.n_?__ intemded,” the legislatare explamed, ", on the contrary,
froem an belear of it extreme Seventy opersting pon the Minds of the In-
habilants of this Prosince, has destruyed that Vigikang: prislly exeried by
them i B apprehending of Comaals ™ A dissatishicion wilk e re
tributive aspect of capilal punishment for praperty crane speead, con
pern aboul ity deterrent aspect had o spread boo, beause 1 penalty
feam which jarics were known to shrink could hardh deber prspective
crimenals

In this climate of thoughl srmived ane of e mast miuential books of
the eightesnth centry, the ltalsan philescpher Cusare Becoana's sy
o Cirites md Prsighmenss. Published in ek w ey, Beocara's Eaoy
was thee sl work b present a rigorous. sustained attack an the ubility 51
thee legitimacy of the death peralte, Witha a few vears of s appeannee it
With —__.n_"__._L._nn_ i trarslatica all over Earope The ficst Ergnsh _.E._m_...
tionsgmeared in Londan snd Drublin in 176, These asculated widch: in
the Americar coloaes Thomas Jeferson and Leeooge f.ﬂt.:ﬂnn
Bnight copies, probably m cby Jeffenon copied exleraive pasmages irt
b cemumanplace boak. Joho Adares quoted Beccania in the apenirg e
tesice af has deferise of the Bostor Massacee sobdiors o 177, Engluh edi
lints were advestised i American newspapers a5 eatly & 177 The End
Amerivan edition was published in Chatlestoe, Seutls Caroling, & 1777
o tws: Phililelphia editiors follawed, one . r775 and the cther
-.._._u_w.n_-_.____.,.ﬁ.!.__._____uu serialized the Worrester Cozzelle m ki _._._.H
Lamie vear diwther serial version began o the New Hirvew Cmazvdfi @
Conchuded in the Conecticit Magazine, Beocarin’s sdeas #ese T

n

=%



THE DEATH PENALTY

while being repeated by English and American writeps wha' i
widely tead. For lawyers, the most important was Willan, m_u_.._“”._"_.n"_“_a._
L3 whade faur-valume Comimmizries on the Laws of Enplomnd sy iy ¥,
f popular jarisprudential work of e eea. In his faurth valume, fieg _..ﬂ_
Iishied m a76g 1twa vears afber Beocariay imitinl publicatan i, ﬁ__.m_d..“__h '
Blackstome called Beccaria “an mgenious writer” and ﬂ__.___._.__"__r o
Beccaria’s argument agamst capital punishiment.” i
Bevearia pressnted & twopart crtigue of the death pemalh [, -
guestioned the state's authonty to punish come with dezth, L__u__.__u:_.m_.__ _
ask, have men to cul e throats of their fllow-creaturess Ralvitgz om .uv
cial contvact theors, Beccana reasaned that if the ._mn_....n_._.__u_n_._.q v:h_mnpur_"_
oy those posery invested in it by the sndividualy aho came togEther 1y
borni i, il could not claim any: power over it embens lives. hecause o,
pre-socetal state of nature those indivduals bad nat possessed power oy,
thedr awn lnves capable af being delegated. “T%d any UMb SVET EFrve b i
ers the might of taking may hus Tde™ Beceans asked. 18 it wepe s, hurw
shall ol be recosciled to the maxim which tells us, that a man has oo right
tar kil Jurnseld, which he certainly naust bave, i€ be could give it 3wy -
anather™ This arguaend was oot enginal with Beccaria, Faocke ard
Habhes had samed and rejected it in the sevenbesnth ceEmhiry, om the
groun thal although one could nol delegate a nemexistent nght in com-
ot .Eﬁin...n erisminal forferled his right to his awn life, whech condd this
be: lemitimately taken by the community 2= 2 penalty. Rassean dic 1
sarse m rybe, anly o yedns before Beceana's Faav, i bermns suggale
-__.-.l““_m_h !ﬂEEHE ane.* Bt althosgh e anmment was
EE versian of it would Bourish in the newly ndependen
The secomnd and more arigmal parl of Beccaria’s nppasitea fo the
iy vestied o wbilitanan reasening. Death. be argoed was o l:5

i e imprisonsend, I s ot the e ¢

the grestest effect on the mind " b suggested, “hut & oo
 Siwance for our sensibility s more casly and e powerdly S
e ..n-- ¥ ““....u. 1 ] -u..q.......... S, .*: ﬂ_. IJ. .i.m.wn_“_g-. huat e rtacs in-
=z X T on ......._........"._ SE a0 aibuni! B s it would =
..... .”..".. ._ - nih - lig

_”._____. ....‘__aﬂ..q ‘make a single hangimg echa for v
,uﬁyﬁﬁ_.f Teber—a punishment that b

.. 7 . &

& —_—
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i o inbemsity aver ime. “The deaby of Gl <t

".__.“ _.]l._._._._..._n_.__._"__..._...u_.ﬁn..u_u_.n. amel thesefore 4 lss efheacians _EI.__E.#“_ _.m__.w_ﬂun.
Jerrng athers thiai the combirmed _ﬂ_......_.__“_.__n. of a4 fman _m._.._.H._._“..n.H_” e i
iy Exeem the st -.:_:T:_n.._._. cvimminals, “whao sy Joak apan theats with
:.q.ﬂu_n_h-n__. aid hsmimessy, sl b _"u_.ﬂT__.n.__.ﬂ.& _u_.. il et :._"Tn.ﬂn_.t‘
jnearreTaban

Pt what maade forced labar such a emarkalie amprsernenl, Beritg
usgpeshed, s il whibe it wrald b a greaser debeerenit flan desth, 704
oo el @ Jess crued sentence “IF al] Bie miserable momenly io the life of
g ilave were collected anto one poisd,” e conceded, inprscament
~gnukd be & mare erued punishiment thar any ollse; st thess are sl
jpred through hix ahisle hfie, whilst e pam o8 death exeris alf s foree i
amement " & a resull nnprssiment was perceisod by the shseer. wha
“comsiders the sam af all s wrebched moments” a5 3 purshmet more
severs than death, while e posoner himeeH, who b the misery of the
_"_R.__ﬂu....r prevented from thinking of the futune" woald percsive fus
punishimet o b less severe than death

Anpther ultlitarian comeen bed Pepcana o the sume conclosion. “The
pneshmend of death 1 pemicious tsocicl.” he asgued, "o the mom-
plecnf harharity it affonds.” The spectacle of execitions nnh encoumged
citzens bo viclence by acclimating them o il use. Laws, “which are in-
tended bo mrderate the ferocity of mankind. shankd nee increase it by ex
anples of moge barburity Spectatan, hike erinsnals, would he rendered
less likiely o ettt crie Ly Uoe abolibon of capekal paicshment

Beccaria was hardly the anly mid eighteenth-eentury Enmpean wises
with harsh worcls bar the death peralty Virmalle all the wilens ot thee Em
lighterment had soanething o sy n favar of milder punehiments.
elevling Maiesguben and Roussean bofoee Reccaria and Voltaiee atter.
.__"_._u.n. accumulabun of sanguinary laws o the worst detemper il 4 Shate,
migsded thy Englizh lqayer Wilham Eden in 177t chectnely surnmariz-
g Ealightenment hiught. “Lel it pot be suppeaed, that the eslispation
ot ankinnd is the chief abiect of legelation ™ Bal Boeeania was the et
o organize Hus pervasive discameart with capital panizhyment mlo g oo-
besrent framy ik engompassiig vittuathe all that comld be zaid in oppas
B0 80 18 From e labe vofias andil pesrle a century laber, Beerar was a
_“wn._.__. F._.__“..n_ﬂ.q 15 ikerate Anericans, 3 name soonmo will oppusticn

capital punsshment,

Beceaniat wilingoee was felt quickly in the debabe over shether detn
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wts toscy hareh @ peraaliy foe property crime, hal Amierican tefirme o,
al vt resnly to Ll him an achocating the abolitban of | apital _.__._:””_
ivent foe ail coanes. That leisean & evidend i am u_._w_.._:_..__”.n_ Sty S
fisheed i1t the Conpseeticut Conrart in 1708 oo whial the Comerant caflpy -
- Chsestion, vig. Whelber any Cammumnity bae 5 il _..
| pursih any specics af theft nith deathy?™ The Cesirant fodlow Boceys !
| ) seguing Haat when individuals left the state of nature and fonne , m_....
1 eniment Brey could invest that goverraend with ondy those poser. ),
they as individials had potsessed in a state of nabure. The power |, ik
mne’s gwn Dife was not one of them: "As a consequence,” e Crnngeg
cloded, “wr a5 mdividuals have o right to give np our Tves 1o the o,

e, b be baken from us for any species of theft whaloee,
Having cone this far. bowever, the Cowrand drew back bon, the gy,
aus implication that capital pomshasent ko murder, ar indeed oy g,
crime, wa pusl &= dlegitimate. '] am sensbée by this time the wader =5,
pabenl o ask. Whether a commumity has a right ta ponish sardes wiit,
death, comsislenl with these principles’ the essay's ancoviomss 1t
recopmzed. *1 answes, they have, for theve @ an essental difference b
rween musder and theft” The diflerence was that m a presncestal slaie ol
ratnre 3 murderer had oo nght to live. “By the law of natare, he Qi had
baken away the lite of another wromghally Todeiled lus vwng not o an
compmiarhty, Bul b every indeadual man” 18 eas this ght o kill a o
deier thal undaduals hod delegated = the grvemment when they 20
beved mbo the scial conbract Admsiring Becwatia’s methuds bul fearnz
.__rn_.n,._.iﬂ._nii@._i_ﬂ. .mﬁﬁ.___.ah__u.___tﬂ Farced b avume a izl e
that matched the pontive lw it orged on Connechicnts legulal
Locke and Remsseau had earlicr esponded o the socal cont)
il W h%fﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁﬂ? farfeiged their rgh!
..__ ] ... _. ﬂ...." - ._“."f.rrqﬁumm_ uE_.r_.uum _._..ﬂ_..Ln__ L |
3 e EFEEEH§_|=_|J

-.— 5

.........”... ..__i.ﬂ_.."_..ni p— _un_.._.._. gaHss ir

I m“.__.,.. ce the mimbr al -amiin
”...“."". r..qﬂ&u.ﬂ._.ﬂ.ﬂ_m ._u_... e _qr_m._...
...1&&“5__&_.._.! jiaade 0 s

1 ..... .E“E.__-! ._._—. _.no.-u.__

- f? mast explicil &

.-..-H.

Do .....
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R 1__?._ 1
...l. _.J. .-1 ..|r.”
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YME GRIBINE OF OFRPSiitianm

e sl aiile consisistions wa the New Hampshie hilt of righls of 175,

hich pstrusted
- bepislature will affx Bve sone punslment b the
Grisnes ol ihe=f. m.__.ﬂn_..._..u__.___"_ the ke, which _m._._.u..m du i thioge of
prparden aind treasting whene e mame andishigmishivg severiy
o peerted against all affenices, the peogle ave led b dagel the
jeal disginction in tlee cvimes themeeloes, and b comnmit the
_._.___a-._ ﬁ.nmﬂu.___. .l.mn.__ an ltle compusiction ax E._u..__ dn Shire of she
_ﬂ._.-_i._" _*._.__.. Foe the sans redsnm a masileade of ....._._._m._.:_._u._._.. liay
s bath mJ_n_n.E_H gnd unjmst. The Bnee dedipn of all puanish:
manis _u_u._.._ﬂ i peloamd, mal b exdemminale, manbined

These constinional provisions were wpitations, not aciual changes i
e lae The war years of the e7ros ardd o ondetandally saw betle
EH.;.E..__- rulder pumstinent

Bt vt gveryome wis too busy i the labe 1796 bo i some stlention
1o -.Hﬂ_wn_.nﬂ_.. [n Mevember 1770 Vigins's House of Dvlegales ap-
pennited a4 enmurilee, chamed by Thows Jefferson, one of Beetara'sen-
g m..._w-.__ﬂlhu.ﬂ. pEacers, b revise ki _I..._._.__._ _E_m_.__._._...._:“__n._.l pdes s,
The comumittee met in by 1777 to decide winch spocts of Tnglish b
werded revising The very firsl item on the resaltng kit was o drastic re:
.m.!.rm.._.!"_“_._h gse of capital pusshment: “Ireason and Musder (anc no
inﬂ.ﬂ..ﬂ.&.w._.n_ b punished watls Dieath” Most ekher ceimes b had
Tﬁfﬂﬂﬂﬂ.ﬁm s lading manslaughter, arsen, rabbery, and burgar,
were to he punished by public lakor

,m_ﬂn_!u_m.n.-ﬂ#m_ punishonent was oaly ome of mamy projects imder
“taken by the commatiee, so o was ot unbil labe 155 Ehat [efersan had
;ﬁﬂ_ﬁ: for Propotonirg rimes and Pumishuocnts in Cases Flere:
winre Capatal.” The ball's lengthy preambhe sammazieed muzch of what
wis erwtallizing as pragressive, Eadightermacnt thughl. Cavernenents
Eﬂii;ﬁ arravge w4 proper scale e crinies which # may be nec
: far henm by represes,” fefberson hega “and bo adjust m__..r.#._.u {ueTe
s i of punishments " This was, in parl, bhecuuse “Hhe o
semation of aienders, o' an phject worthy of the athention af the _MH ___ﬂ
.H-iﬁﬁl_n ‘.., all by capital pursshments, which rbesanabe ms
E:ﬂuﬂ!#_h kept zlive rnght alss “he mendered usehal i van-
. _Ef? the public,” & particalasky hapgy restall m the pew slates of
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sense that deatl wars oo bapsh a pengdte for coimes othes <hyp, e

had redlted a0 4 new rabcolus of deterrence. The vew privn, i _.q..l

wadely thonghe. would prevent crone mone soccestully thy,, did 2ap __._
WG

purssunent
Virhie aed [hisease

v the st 19808 Amencan opposiban t capita) panashmend o o
crimes Sasomed inte oppostion % capitl punslosent Ty ) ....:.ﬁ...
The earlies Anesican acgurient for comgplets abrditon may heve |,
an sditanal prbbithed in the Pevaptsong Evernrg Fleraid i ki o _|._.
babes over complete abolition kecame cormmen i the Philadelphig pis
i Hhee Like 1538 asnd Ehen spread fo other cibies, cspecially New ¥l
I thire was ame paint an which the sdvocates of abolition were (g,
mwcifi, o was Hial they were living in an e of great progres bt that Bl
policy was lagping behuwd, “The world has cermly undergene o miie
nal change for the beter mitlun the last wo lrundred vegrs” Beniam
R abstrved in ipfig. Himiamkind was impreving, but the civilied -
habitares of she labe =ghtenth centhiry were shll saddled wills crino)
f.____.u writters in & fender. mose bachene time. 0w samine bistoe o,
Reneial,” acgued nre: New Yorker in 175y, “we shall readily percen,
a mmanking] became Fiee .n.-.-.n.”_._ﬂuﬂ and Hn__.ﬂ_.__un_..m _...l_.___.ﬂ._..n_ refirsinemi.
pursshments rﬂ.ﬂnn Ea. severe.” Capalal pmishmenl might be bacon
F_.h_.uh._.____.!m_.nnl___. n.m.ﬁuu.ﬂ:»ﬂ. et a5 Penssydvanias atomey penersl, Wil.
w..immﬂ____ ﬁilﬂ? _”_._.!.E_.Eu fied mazde preat peogress =nce then.
EEEH%H ..-r_____”.i._._.r Maszical institugions,” he s
m_ﬂ_ﬁm_ ﬂ-._.w___q. HET E.mrnuﬂ..wwniﬂ_. I a:mribe ol erdent burla s
wardinng af Arzhia which are whally niit G a0 -

4 e peeplscf emlised stud gentle manmess The. oo Yo o

Sl b el believe “thal 4 poaphe enan-
ki wmtlE doig acquisace mea wsten ol
e prvsdunt o r. ........... ”_.I.Hﬂﬂ.b._mn.-._.__“_.-.ﬂ:.._n?.. it
LIE: g i H..#_.ru-._-.__ arouped cdpita!
pseemEnt bar debs i
il b doree away when nigh® re
Al nind.
e aigied, capital pusshone!
e were belter than that nos | =

W BLL .
TR,
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indeed Ea_ﬂﬁ_w__ thiat capital purishnient has not bees Hilally u_".u_._.._.sl.a
i S eI, SN ﬁ.n._._u_.q.nm.._.._._.u Broset de Warille
-“...__u._n._._n fisre T o HITE matenat ....._”.__-_"_.nn:m 15 ik Reneral, gnd N
o vare! 1s Hseme any need af such terribde panshments & POEVENE i
AR e Yabe: semive class defrited the disth Pty o iRy, the ."I.EH
ans not v its progprieny in all places and s af] tivses hul mver syl o
a0 gEvery & rigurows m the Unibed St for 1. vl Seage of
ity MEw York, declarcz) the phasicin Phmiegs Hichges was &l
alvee "t indictioe spiit f the v, the iplacaile, inierant i
i af the hear,” an Fhe borm of capatal posudimerd, “chssme Wi e
fiamey of aus pevodntion. ™ Hedpes wa spekinie on the Fasih o Jah
et e e talkimp abont a revalaban decper and wore gedbal thay __.__n.“
sy B listeniers hael gathered w commemenate. Ibws 3 eevalubion in b
mean nature and - human understanding of the pessibilines of furthes
impenremenl.

The prigress of socicty boa higher fage of coadseation, $he reformess
helieved, urdermingd sach of the rasurs b capital punishment o
that Asocncares had builbpriseos, o death penalty s ne lorgrer peges
g1y g 6 deferrent. UEvery man of pooviple and bano would cheerfully
ln.&ﬂn.rﬁ_hn sonner than hersd vinder the voke of slaven ™ secired une
wnter. Lapital punsshment condd ooly be justthed an the geond tha the
E.E.E._.w.__mnﬂ_._.:ﬂ recessary bo the Rolue safety of sociey” posited one
nemspapey edibor. but it Ucanfinement will efechally spwer the end
.FE...W.H#E._._ i thecided :w._uq..__.“_. | _...u_.m_.___.."._ﬂ._.___...._.ﬂ__..:._._._... * His s une

~chear way in whach progress, refornern believed, bad mendered capaad

puiiahement 4 pebic of a less civiliasd pas]

Progres whak abso more subtly ) work, they tantended. in the minds of
E..HI.EE_.EEFQ within e crmonal jrsdies astem. thi vicsins, -
EE.B._.___..._._.H.__WE Citizens had corne fo abhne barsh pamshieseots, fames
_I._E._.“_.E hes Phuladelphia L chisses As @ resudt, where coecnbon wa
{#E.ﬁir_! Upm eodivig Lk, I criminal will _._:|.._-.._“__“__._. b ol
missed wiffz prosechibian, by those whiorn he has mpared. £ peirasifed
A0l tried, thee juary will pechably find, oo think thes find, sooe decent
Sttiend oo which thev may be juslsfiod or, ot least, eoised io gy e
et o seepuietal * Ared evens of convivted, the crmminal woold be w the
s of e whics wold “with avicity, receive and support v, the
l__wnn..nu.mn.n._“&i._ b the provecding agsnst bms: and 1f 4l o thiongs
*hesak gl wanld recomimersd biin o execabve chermeecs. "l this mis
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(o - _._,. wrd rebormers repenta _“"_:3; influ ea thal 4 1 uide clem ish apud i thcabon
#_.iﬁ.m._m_. meed e a e fuiring the spi sised that ws ne,” ce ence of th puesin F the ENCY, imc e Far
AL ALY T 3| the spirit ke ol s lac : as Hus Latr: €igl res AT srmigh Ty R nd.éﬂ:."pm.n._n.
A eclai g | “:u.._!m g al Boen Linei ush L pecnth und hi ke ol a b IR
5 ol - .H_.. ._HHH— u._.n ﬂ I L LE [ m._ 4] i _._.u_._
it the sparit T S . g i the ek enbury i wa whiced alder _._”,_._._._._._n_._ Fn
3 e I st e the e il prisuc f i _h.n.__..__.__.—._ e ’ was th £ 3 fa s o . Fiizde Hoe g
i el 5 well | . Ther thew b ~H e ralu b e effor witliar s red o £
il the form V.EEE_! sere was gl paruse H rall o et fr attr ki Hende
ileirtia 3 peniten et v had ¥ h eapla hig Nha i T
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hoswever, becanse they were redoreed by 2 e ._..___ :
crowd. Eighileentl-century Americans saw, vathiig _.__““_.._.“.“_ iy
temdng an execution. Feaple feom all walks of 3ig, F.,_-.,.___..; __ Y
dezcribed them wathout any hint of emburrassie,: G LT
presend. The eapenence wos understood o he spiring), ! ”__:._. by,
attending a sermon. amd for thal reason parents kol __E.:_.__“_H__. i
hrst few decades af the nanetesnth cotuny, herwever, it _.....n._.”.. ..__ I
maasd gabheasgs slafted. The crowd came o ke o P
ﬂ._.__.._m_._.a_..._mma..n.r_.u_n.ﬁu_“m___..x_.._...__.__...__.__.E_._.“__.__u_. _d_...r...._ .q__.t..

; _.-1. .__
ol R LR T urimh
eros-mectinn af the community, bul now elites

i
_”.....wm_. 1 S (e _..r_..uh :
conapeeed al the community's lesser members Speclainr. s ._..._.... :
anly bo “wites the staggles of o dving mai - o view (e T Tl
view dhe parade,” and b consume “fand and gt finun i
plained one euly entic m S By the @zcs and 1B the perkimy o
bangings were widely wiclerstaod to constilute 2n “imocant ok e
m_.n"___....& taward the m.u__.u__._.m _u.... “the kwe of death Like thar whick desi-c
Beel” They were “grosshy wilpai” people who were tese bo ena 4
seei ol dissipation and confisen” around the scaffald

After oo hanging in weslern Massachusefts 1820, 2 lozl maszin
pubhshed an account that is nepresendative af this dsdainful vieu o e

criwd:

E

The demanalizing affect of puihlic - evscutions wes very (ull
exertyplified in iy county st week, Bever as we are lonme
Wity there: s greal 4 debanch Catlle shows, wusters, sog
rides. afl the pubilic gathe, tengs anel dmgpken Boits pat sugethier
enudd nat equal it

An bundred persans are made vaiese, whess one s adr
ket by a pubbc expcutinn Riuting, drunkenness, and «2n
species of disanderdy conduct, pesvan] vn such an cocaston b
elen! never witneseed froan any other cause in ths land
u_.n_“__n__.. _._n_”___um...:u..n_“_ﬂ:ua £ st DRI, E“_.u_. .n_hui. _.__..qﬂ_:.. |1+
erther i large badies, same g#g some e
run._._uu_ﬂ._n_.nq..!n._.uh_..ﬂ_unﬂl._.. T T
shied, for the sine, by e tharesiri
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hriduide, thol i oxe fm pircp ikl s DRGETES
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. Edtes bl Besome less conrsfoctable in the PTesanon of | .
T il larey
jik [ Hhise thef perveis el as Ehis enils vinrs Fewes T _... H.__..
el AChi= |y
| oo hes ..:..:....._ fo g boan eesEctibion. Mo they g e fipks _....,._._u. n."
i Ie ik _______l ._—..__ﬂ_u_.r_..r__.f i
et b o el
\bosles femard e public dtagieg o violent death b alreq,l his.
1 -- i L] ] | 1
o changge TV Hhe late eighteentls centuny, ...__.._ e cilumieghpy
el th ﬂ____.._..p forms of avuasvated capsty fine
[ e, &

- I
.. ___ eri _.l.__—. L.__J. .r—...—.l ﬁ__ H _I..-.__ | ..__ B ___ I, —."_.... _“....r_-_ Hrn e g

it _u_f :ly snall mimber ul people. [n the ALY Nileteeth coph ?
change 10 seraillity was .._____.__._ il b bsear ain ordicear, hanms The =
b 3RS v gl _.___“.n._.a__.._n_l Ik ___.,..h_-..__.:,._ e resl of the cent
[pilics were quick ko eomidrast the sulgasity ol the eusomtion o iaith
= muperior taste ihiew Feemed imthernsely Person of cefime .
qud st seitimmend are not disposed do be present” @ banging, soeed

Thuas Lipham, peefessor of mental and moral phiksophy at Buwdy
“ollege. 10 gHale Vit is a s, hieweves crimimal the wetem sy b
ey find dn b sbrongly repragnant to something @it them?
former Lacha Ghild contrasted “the dense crowd welling wir

werge, and eager o hlisad” walh people Ik henell— "the inzecent, the
himan, and the wise-hearted” —who would never 7o ke 2 kangmg

Irv thizy, when 2 comuulbee of the Perinaylvaria Honss ok Hepresent

fives Berame e Rigst Arnermican __....“__._u_..... Ik by recemimend abodish
mg publie swecidtions, this was the prmary reasan Thiat e serione:
well disposed o witnessing sach a sceng, skl be deeply 0 snko

mpressed with 2 sense of e aaful demend ol ciime,” w2 nu 4 o true
the comoibiee sbscrved. The problem was that “lew, very bew o Shcz
Slaracters attend: an evscubon om chae. and wiile they .ty
e sendepee of the Lw, thew avoad being spectaturs of i esuibe i
mma: was plaved to an audience “composd chuelly of Hree N
whien mieul beeling is extremels b T e wats acke A1 T ___
Ecaghtless; the profligate; the idle: the mbenigemale: TE e ..
dhamdored.” whe were there nul to peabil _.J..__ tine; e fe el B
przended hut “ln be anwsed: o enjoy & day and scaen 6 L0 w: __".

dilgence ™ Thess wen people “n pumuail of pAeasure andd the clo

e |, .1.—._ -
e af thy day are evidenlls udicalwe af then SxCEs _ iglas
5 Il 1 -

from the cxerilon evidenly dol _m_.__.n,._ 2 Pnnsyhvania ket 1
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o b s Bomges, bk i weas alveady chear that a braggy,.
.“._.._u_ﬂvu __“-.H u._"__hn.”_..__._ﬂn_ a wedge between thase whe wiouk] .u.u”"MH_..
syecufion and those whe would mot %

Refinement it nl._u_.qﬁ_ﬂnn-_g cenbury wis u.__._.m.._._._u_.nr.__. S
e A and v a0 b e b v
cate spheres of life. as the hustle and bustle of public space e,y ;
L e, people comtemphauus of execulion coowds wey, shiicke
showce il at the mamber and the belumar of the women preseu <y,
sz drop EE—._.-_E.I.__._H_._.E.H_ from females, and it was T
Fairited” 3 Worcesher mimister lectured fram the pulpil the Sunday g4,
Ei?aﬁgrﬂ henged. "It is mather of SUTpries apy MepTet
that female cnripsty should s fa et the better of Eemule delicam, ..._H.
induce thes presence & such spectacles” In Wfis, afber Willam Ened,
-Hﬂ.ﬂﬁuu_uﬂﬁ_ an Fh_._.ﬁ F._n— 11 O af the ! _U._.-._”_.__n. —._u-_ﬂr._._ﬂu m MNew
ork, Nites' Waekiy Register pemarked on the “great number of ferle
present. uid nsed the developing convenbion of Eeminsmity ba joke sy
“thee dear creatares have but few occasions to shew their senabiizy o
lianging pares.” An enormous erowdd, estimated al befween beenty
E.%H#THIII_. in 5t. Louss mn b for the hanging of fou
“_._ﬁltnﬂ.j_mﬂm.lu. L n.-...__lm_.n__. “We were srposed lo see the nem-
her of women atbesding the execution,” tee bocal newspaper reparted
: ii seemied bo ws o be one at which no female
4 .__.vﬁgnﬂ._._uf from Ese equipagss and
w ..«m._,h. = s rm.l.&n_..ﬁ whes tank high m Ssluon
T That respectable women should watch an execubion v
e, heraever, b ot &.ﬂ_.._ii___u_iﬂ.n guat of thal clas

it e mot I b
Ly pough b enjoy a hanguu.
“...... _>. of the crowd based «©
ve vast magomly of eyewinies: 2
SR e .n.ﬁ._.-._u__.__-_ of any urr
some explicitly complune!
--- ! E.l“_. did grout whand
e s N Jemsey in 2833
Jousc of Representatnes #4
E ".. .E _r..n-.n.n_.-._ that bl
cuibions. ¥ These secn: b 5T

s et

e e
- RIS

IRTO TH
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siral pecurrences, but they provided o
._w__.u__i.__._.T.n-.-_._.ﬂ.J._E:.qm._._un: ._._n._._.un__.._ﬁnu”.ﬂ.. T wilh s emplsical
 the transformation o e polie understand;

_.n.____.__..lu.m Wi n._._._._.ui __.._n_._”m_.q_____.a__.;.. less bo actos) a._ﬂ!ﬁ”_.._h__"#_zm..nﬂn.nﬂdh”
iy cliarges in perception I the earhy ninsteerth-centiry United State,
thee precple we wnikd taday call the middle clas hign E...Hm-E..EF
cne in the realin of taste and mannes bebwesn tromselves and thoe
thev coaisidered 1o he Jes refined. Respectable peaple placed s sew em-
phasis on etiquetic arl gentility, matters thit had once been the pemance
of the nich. The respectable took an mbenmfied mbeceat on prisper bebas-
o in publac spaoes Public gathermgs and culerbamements had niee ap-
pealed o a wide rige f pecple, but now they were dividing aleeg cla:
Tines it thee highbeos and the |ewchenaw, with diferent codes of spectatoe
copvtuel. Chae aspec of this developing pedeed sermbshiy was an aver
i bo the zeht of death [hscase and dying mored sy Bon the bome
il inte Bospitals, Cemelenes mroved sam from urhan aneas o ganden-
Like u_un__m._uq frenis biving people. The gentecd ne bonges wished o e
deathi. and they began ta feel combennprivous of Goss who did. Cince they
hasel wigwed the spectatos At execitions = felloe cbizens, nos the crowd
bocame a vulgar mob. Reformers, drawn froan the nuddle clas, were b
i and sevntive o the sufferig of ather, te crowd i calbiovars b thee
sight iod vinlence i enjoyed watching the ivdfluchen of pain. P
chiange i perception was an internatl phenamezn thst beok place
acras Earupe at the mme e

There were mitellygent, biterate suppoters of poblc hanging, o the
ninetesnth cenfury, who reengrizsd (hat crihes wees bass cumcemned wilh
e Fate of thie condemmed prisoners thau withs e delicacy ol them o
feehings. Whether or not b comduct hangings i public "is o purely senti-
niental sonsideraton,” agpued The Nation. Lade m prison wa nek a pretty
sght either, and yet few seeimed o be complaming abont that becaust:
s ick okt skl disphay. Geacge: Cheever Lashed out af the “pevollig
bypocns’’ of momhsbe writers wha depiared - pubdic hangings bust
sherwed wp al cach one, o compose “Ligh-nrught _.I_u..___”._u.._.__"._"__.&._:.“ 3
ctatioms, detasled i all their muntiae,” alf e while criticizng theis bel-
s spectators as walgar theillseckers. iAs if te cuhrm ._ﬁ view 0
Clesever and oilsers that crfics wese mone mbenested ai pablheizing thient
T sensibity than in the wellae of crimunals, Wbve nefoenaes Margarel

=
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by Teview of Chesver's bask in the New Yo n
ﬁnﬁmﬂ# have had this bock hekare s for severa) ....ﬁ.w__,___.”__qus._p
sask of reading it has heen so repadzive that we lave beegy _..___u__...mrp_ 2 r
thrangh it by shire slages, with r.__.__m u_-_u..__..n_.w of rest amd) _..n_”._.p.___.m.._._"_.._.__w_”"..._
lween. 1% The supporers af public hanging rectguized Hig) they
witnessing A change in palite taste gather than in actng| Behain T

[f the crowd was a mob oblivious lo the moral lessom “._u._.__..m_:w
. supposed o sinpart, it follnwed that poblic evecutions had cease), .a,.._;
i thear ariginal parposes of deterrence and relibution, “Tn g, .._w__::__,.
;| snd unenfightened” who watched hangings, death was evr, 5
....1" .—___.n._._ﬁ..d.__-._.m_ Winree, H_u_mﬂ&.u_.ﬁ_ﬂ like thess wene mu._uﬂ...n_x__.. e o I|
A clined & svmpalliize unduly with criminals and the oes g 3 e
compml cnmes themsebves after watclong a public display of ...m_.__z._._..
Dielivermg a messags of rebrsbaalion regquired that the spectatars ar biteg
g acknowledge the legitmacy of thee state 3l the mstice af the onyp,
nal law, but & vowly cromal of drundands appeared to respect nother 7,
new percephon of e crovwd reinfrrced abder crtigues of puble punid,
menl &0 create n wave af oppesibsun o pubdic baongg io the s he -
the minetecuth cenlury,
In soeme places, such as Mew Yook and 5t Leuis, lacal nfncials o
widividual execubsons wabethe jal yasd, spparently oo Heeir cwn tan:
But it hecame far more common bor state legiskaturcs to reguie off huone:

_mﬁu E.“___.__..nﬂ._"__?r.-l. anst af the ﬁnE.__wﬂ__.n. eather snsice the jail its=lf o
within the jail’s high walls. The fisst state o abalish public exccutan o o
Connectivu, an 5z, By g six othier sortheastern states had decs
ne — E mnnvdvans, Mew Jersey, Mew York, Masichs
il "......... hire N : Hﬁf!ﬂ.uﬂiﬂ.ﬁﬂ-iﬁﬁigﬂ: _...._.:_._.-_
e .._...m..n rﬁti Meimapm E_._.n_ Alalsaira _..,.
Y W %ﬂi jadl yund By 1o

thyrica - il .I.rﬂ .Tmﬁ_.-.n_.n anct [igls
il nﬂ?ﬁﬂ._ the pracher =

iz .ﬂbﬂ_m nelegics E.l__ _..._m..c.“._..ur._.._":_ i

. tMYO THE JEIL Yeaw

i well caleulated to excite & b of sober .
ﬁ....:.tn_.m_&_e._ of the bw” The _Esifgeuiﬁhdr:m;.wﬁh
wiew wenskd b seetred vaguely neancecal i the it mglbeenth .
e, and s late a5 1855 a menber of the Cenrga fegisiluge caokd de.
art thal ez “warded no Bastilbe i Ceorgla—he wassed the trials i1,
n_u_._h...ﬂu...a so ought ba he qrnﬁuﬂnﬂﬁ?.::..__._!w.timniu?urﬁnﬁﬂ.
iy, al the ._u__.__...._._n hangings n the Take __._n.__n.rﬂﬂ_.__“—._..n..._._n.n._._.. South mee
ol blacks, often before Tangely Tavk crowds © Gonteel conieanp for the
croed was it likehy termepered By the foelong among whines thar retfung
shcat it a wisil display of doree condd deber sach an aodenca, and that i
sy event litthe better conld he expected fom Bom.

But seuisibibilzes were changmg mn the Sauth g well By the end of the
pimgheenth century m__._._"__.-_n hangmgs had been abolubed in Virgiow, ken-
packy, _____mﬂ_.wH& laonzisiamna, Memoars, South Caenling, end Tenneses
s igot, Ewang a chear signal that goeernement ofhoals had differing espec
tatioms for the tso races, Askansas abolished pabhe hangnig cocepl fos
pape; a erime For which capital punshanea wis m practie largely lim.
ihed d Bilacks, Askansas moved even cagasts bangangs oot ab the gablic
eye five years laber Kenmeky, which had abelehed public hangmg m
ia, brought it back for ape and atbeupled rpe in gz, ok e b
hern of bocal officials. Legislator explanued that electrocation mside e
state pemibendiary, the exccution method oo other capital SIS, wonzd
nnt'he andeguate to deter rpist. Cevega and Missimipps =en kot
reasthsarized Tecal officials bo conduet pabbs: bangmgs arsnd the e u“_.
e cenmar Soon, Tuowever, toe handul of states that sull hangead crimi-
ruals i pusblic began switching tu the electric chair, s method of puni-
suvert thl fiog technical peasons had e be inflached midoues As the elerme
chviic was adapted in Marth Caroling, Oblshana, Florida, snd Tescis be

bween 1gog amd wzy. these stales by nocessity _._._“_HHL enecutung thes
criminaly in puiblic.® The onby stabe whene pablec hangug pemautd ws

The dater public execwtions were atiacksd i te noetbeen pees, which
ww them as evidency of soulbem backssrdissss. Macthern repodt .HH...,
phasized the availability of foud and liguor, seld ly veedan 91 75
mounds “Thete were 5a flirs doing busines with exbubitioms
bardered on the side-shrw vatiety,” nobed _..__h_n E_u__ﬁud_ﬁﬁuﬂiﬁ
abaist 3 1gon hanging o Arsansas. o s, when T hasgme

EmFﬂﬂ.IEEﬁE. hebare 1 crowdl nf e Erpissamd wa 2CC0MpS-
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e

siied by pecme Jumehes, free lemonade. and paliticy ﬁ.ﬁ
candidabes in the appraaching primaries, the Ny York 034,
Hlair a “camival of brutalin."' By that paint there by i
hargiig in the Mactheast foe nesnly 2 cenbure [ SR 5 __.._._”.a_.nh_____.
|ess cvilized e oy

The sxecution that drew the greatest attenbion, and thies g th
the practice of pubdic hauging in the Llnpbed Stales, wag . _.__._"_H_..__R
Bethea, hanged tor rape e Cwenshore, Kentucky, in the ______._____,_;..“::
Estimates uf the crowd san hetween ten and twendy tHhausand _...__.“.._._.ﬁw_..
huteks were so fisll that thousands had to camp oul svenugh a1, .r”,.q :
tiom ssle. Hot dog and drink venders sel up near the galion;, JE_.T_
jeered thranghout, even while Bethea prayed  As soom . o, i .._.....
sprung, hefare Bethea had been ponounced dead | sowvenir L. "
off pieces of the hood that covered bis lace. The event gave rise 103 444
wirsd of cticism in the naboaal press: The headbine in the Philadalghyy
Révord read “They Ate Hot Dogs While a Man Died ea the Callos
The Bostore Diaily Recurd decered the “callous, camuval st =30 ey
b speclators. “The revolting speelacle at Urvensbers was nel ihe harg
ing of Rainey Bethea,” cried the Cincienati Enguirer. "It was the cved
which found in 3 hanging grand entertainment " Indigrant edbona
from all aver the conntry were reprinted in the local newspaper. A b
days later officaals m Crangton, Kentucky, who had an inmument ez
tsin of their own, anismsced that it wonld ke conducted in jal. and tha
wmrnalsts wanld be baned from atending. Betheas was Hhe last puile
hanging in Kerbacky The stabe bepslature dbolehed the praclioe 1
H."_._.n._.____..r..—.-._n._..n bive heen no public execubons u e Linited Htales it

oz af the death peoalty's late upponents fooked Tack with 7o
hoelings ot what tliey came tisee a5 & bud bangain, in which suppor™ !
captal panishiment hiad bouglit off much of the opprsitior by %57
Lotk Secutions fioe public saéoe. Many of the apponent: LT

1 bo weary of capi _"_:dm_e_ﬁ__.

; : L #ﬂuﬂpiﬂ_& thie gallows 4=

= |y e h - _ _”ﬁ-.m _|._._ ..__...__nu.l._.__
suggests this 1"

hnllh-..“.-.

he: _.._..__.__._.
. L4
1H .u,.__._.u._ "
BN ng :

& e

_ imTe THE JaiL ThEm

: ly i mot peak il the Vi ared eacly g, By by, when Michs
8 ecatne e Bt state i aboluh the: deathy pemaley, viivally alf the
m.-._.___.rn__._u_ siahes s __u.._._m. b=rem .ﬂ.u._.__.._-.n_.l_._._..ﬁu. ther _._.n.___m:.ﬂ iz Bl Ik Hees
nisr e il yard had been a coniprommes will these whn widsed I
ﬂ._.u_.._.u.._. with the death penally cotright, the mose wonld Yrave come o
Sl lssfare, the peak of nppasiticn bo capital punsshment itselt

Twe Audimes

: oved inta e jait vand, ocal offesls prowed the: power o
.._._.n_“_...__..“.___.._”_.m“_.n_m.”“m__._._.n. them. They fended boowse el prwer, pot o kan mpevti-
mun altogeile, bt eather o divide e sdience bor execolue mbe B

1nside the yard's walls, a few hiandred wellcomected obsemven
m“_.._u_._____.___._.+=_._._.u_“a senall spane bar an wiimate vies of the executom. _...“._.._n.uh.r_n.
_“n_.u___._””..._n_..._u fanger coowed mslled abaout, hoping _n_:.q i glmpae of the schon.
Thee dimsn i r.___.__.-._ﬂ Ltz thiat vnded ald-fashinned n__.._._.__:.. hemgmgs wis
ceprodaced m by plgpsical drvasien of the gabiic. Tl geatee] had taken

fior thasireehes,

?ﬁﬂwﬁﬂﬁﬂ_ﬁm:n wps opeens b much smallen mmber aof spectalue
shany etk gttenid & pulbdic hanging, bn suine stabes the numher was EHH
aastiite. i others it s a forction of huw many peupie could B m Eq..._“uu
yand ar iu the medoor spirde ahiere the pallows Ead been set up, AftEn-
danee was by invilation, Many localitics prioted np Fenpnal ___,J._,h_c__.__"
arlly Btamks for the shenfE 1o R m the name ol Fhe ioertes. _“..—._.u._n__m= ...r._.n_“s
bestped with applicatinns for imvatabions: Thoasands E...__nn_"_.._..“_. H..;_._
tuck sherdff 1o watch e hangeng. of Jeresniah OBrien in &._m._”r_*un ng
n-_,E._-_._E._.m__..nﬂn._..._ indivedinal wh, aler his ._.“_._.__m.nm___ﬂ._ o .__”__._m.___ : ._“_u_n.ﬁ_.__.ﬁm__u.__ ;
_._.m-"_;n e Police Conrt and asked to be enmimathel to jal fur fen da

driankard, _.__._.._._un -___.._._”_.... ._.H_..Im_ﬂﬁw_ ...___.u._.___"_.u.q_“_._.n_mu_..._.n..__. _.“._m_”__.n.n.__“n_..__FE_.
.i._.n.__..-_q_..ﬂ.ﬂ.m._._.:.wn_.:.m_m Prmbertan in Boskon .n_._..p.._.._._._..n._.___.—.n__.n___. sarwe he
nﬁEﬂsE souithemn Hlirens af the anlaw ._....Fn_ﬁ W_____. S
.LHH_.T!_ iritry the Hamistburg jail foi the exscution of ves e

; v v I - -—
When _"_Ep._” wiere qrore would-he spectatnes has E_FE.”_._.___._.F.”_:”_“"_“__"_
ward. 1.__5_..._”& palities foeced sherifes b adlncate the sE:E B
ﬁ“nﬂ..._ﬁ_ thise with cannections 1o ﬂ_.__”_..n”.n._q“_._ H_"_.”___".“_..u._r.ﬁ._..._._ihnn.n_z_ww
Hefiry Hogers was witnessed by “uver a et o
cins” &E_”_.ra_n.#._...”.__.nh._ twenly wrl tharty _.uwn_..._._n._w._. sl keepers
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ervmgh sy given place 10 altrace hige ¢
! ]
mothing to we. In New Yok, the higgest city _____r_..__Hr_ e
anby thiirk: hangings between 1890 and 176, Iti Trag

Wy ']
argad g u._.ﬂ._hm:.m. ik oo emes i o Lifbin e .m.q_“.“.... __un_1._?_u_... ..._"_.._.”.._
gates hecame the n.__.__n_.._ al the RIME condemp g, ... .:_....._ S =
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