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' FROM THE ROYAL PROCLAMATION ON NORTH -
s ' AMERICA!7 OCTOBER 1763 . °

By THE Kine. A ProcrAMATION, GEORGE, R. -* -

WHEREAS we have taken into our royal consideration the
extensive and valuable acquisitions in America secured to our
Crown by the late definitive treaty of peace concluded at Paris
the 1oth day of February last ; and being desirous that all our
loving subjects, as well of our kingdom as of our colonies in
America, may avail themselves, with all convenient speed, of
the great benefits and advantages which must accrue there-
from to their commerce, manufactures, and navigation; we
have thought fit, with the advice of our Privy Council, to issue

this our Royal Proclamation, hereby to publish and declare to -

all our loving subjects that we have, with the advice of our
said Privy Council, granted our letters patent under our Great
Seal of Great Britain, to erect within the countries and islands
ceded and confirmed to us by the said treaty, four distinct and
separate governments, styled and called by the names of
Quebec, East Florida, West Florida, and Grenada, and limited
and bounded as follows, viz. : : :

First, the Government of Quebec, bounded on the Labrador
coast by the river St. John, and from thence by a line drawn
from the head of that river, through the lake St. John, to the
south end of the lake Nipissim ; from whence the said line,
crossing the river St, Lawrence and the lake Champlain in 45
degrees of north latitude, passes along the high lands which
- divide the rivers that empty themselves into the said river
St. Lawrence from those which fall into thesea; . ... -

Secondly, the Government of East Florida, bounded to the
- westward by the gulf of Mexico and the Apalachicola river ;

to the northward, by a line drawn from that part of the said

river where the Chatahoochee and Flint rivers meet, to the

) Annual. Registey for'1763. Pp. 208-13. Also printed in full, from

the manuscript, in Shortt and Doughty, Documents relating to Constilu-
tional History of Canada (1918 ed.), i. 163-5, .. =+~ .. '~ = =
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34 STAMP ACT CONGRESS

XII. That the increase, prosperity, and happiness of these
colonies depend on the full and free enjoyments of- their
rights and liberties, and an intercourse with Great Britain
mutually affectionate and advantageous.

XIII. That it is the right of the British subjects in these

colonies to petition the King or either House of Parliament.
Lastly, That it is the indispensible duty of these colonies
to the best of sovereigns, to the mother country, and to
themselves, to endeavour by a loyal and dutiful address to
His Majesty, and humble applications to both Houses of
Parliament, to procure the repeal of the Act for granting and
applying certain stamp duties, of all clauses of any other
Acts of Parliament, whereby the jurisdiction of the Admiralty
is extended as aforesaid, and of the other late Acts for the
restriction of American commerce, ~ - ]

FROM DICKINSON'S FARMER'S LETTERS, 1767-8

Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania o the Inhabitanis of
: " . the British Coloniest R
LETTER I S
My pEAR COUNTRYMEN, : S
I am a farmer, settled after a variety of fortunes near the
banks of the river Delaware, in the province of Pennsylvania.
I received a liberal education and have been engaged in the
busy scenes of life, but am now convinced, that a man may be
as happy without bustle as with it. My farm is small, my
servants are few and good, I have a little money at interest,
I wish for no more, my employment in m&s;sown affairs is easy,
and with a contented, grateful mind, undisturbed by worldly
hopes or fears relating to myself, I am completing the number
of days allotted to me by divine goodness. - .
Being generally master of my time, I spend a good deal of it
in a library, which I think the most valuable part of my small
estate ; and being acquainted with two or three gentlemen of
abilities and learning who honour me with their friendship,

» From the Philadelphia edition of 1768, as reprinted in The Writings
of John Dickinson (P. L. Ford, ed.), Memoirs of the Historical Society
of Pennsylvania, xiv (Philadelphia, 1895).: They first' appeared in the
newspapers, Letter I Le.mg dated November §, 1767.: .-, . v i~ 7
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE TOWN OF BOSTON*
October-November 1772

AT a meeting of the frecholders and other inhabitants of.
the Town of Boston, duly qualified and legally warned, in
public town meeting assembled at Faneuil Hall, on Wednesday
the 28th day of October 1772. ‘ .

The Hon. John Hancock, Esq., was chosen Moderator, . . .
It was moved and seconded—That a decent and respectful
application from this meeting be made to his Excellency the
Governor, acquainting him that the Town has been alarm’d

¢t This clause is a demand that the earliest ‘ squatter’ on a given
section of the Granville Propriety be given a pre-emption right over
other possible purchasers.

s Bostaw Town Records, 1770~-7 ﬁ&h Report of Boston Record
Commissioners, 1887), pp. 88-108, ese proceedings, which show the
methods of Samuel Adams and the Boston * Sons of Liberty ’, were
also published at Boston in & contemporary pamphlet, Votes and
Proceedings of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of the Town .of
Bosion, which was reprinted in Dublin and in London, 1773 .~ -
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104 QUEBEC ACT

trading to Hudson’s Bay ;... are hereby, during His Majesty’s
p}easuurgé annexed to and made part and parcel of the Province
of Quebec. . . . , :

Provided always, that nothing herein contained relative to
the boundary of the Province of Quebec shall in any wise
affect the boundaries of any other colony. ‘

And ... it is hereby declared, that His Majesty's subjects
professing the religion of the Church of Rome of and in the
said Province of Quebec, may have, hold and enjl?y the free
exercise of the religion of the Church of Rome, subject to the
King's Supremacy ; . . . and that the clergy of the said Church
may hold, receive and enjoy their accustomed dues and rights,
with respect to such persons only as shall profess the said
religion. ) o :

FROM JAMES WILSON’S ‘ CONSIDERATIONS ON .
THE AUTHORITY OF PARLIAMENT % . -

August 1774

Considerations on the Naiure and Exient of the Législah've
Authority of the British Parliament. Philadelphia, 1774.

ADVERTISEMENT

THE following sheets were written during the late non-
importation agreement : ¢ but that agreement being dissolved
before they were ready for the press, it was then judged
unseasonable to publish them. Many will, perhaps, be
surprised to see the legislative authority of the British Parlia-

ment over the colonies denied in every instance.  Those the -

writer informs, that, when he began this piece, he would
probably have been surprised at such an opinion himself ; for
that it was the 7eswlZ, and not the occasion, of his disquisitions.
He entered upon them with a view and expectation of being
able to trace some constitutional line between those cases in
which we ought, and those in which we ought not, to acknow-
ledge the power of Parliament over us. In the prosecution
of his inquiries, he became fully convinced that such a line
does not exist ; and that there can be no medium between
3 Works of James Wilson (J. De W. Andrews, ed.), Chicago, 1896,
il. 504, 52243 © tInigpo. . - R



