THE CHARTER

OF

THE COLONY OF MASSACHUSETTS BAY.

1628,

C narrEs, BY THE GRACE oF GoD, King of England, Scot-
land, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &e. To all
to whom these presents shall come, Greeting. Whereas,
our most dear and royal father, king James, of blessed me-
mory, by his Highness letters-patent bearing date at West-
minster, the third day of November, in the eighteenth year of
his reign, hath given and granted unto the Council esta-
blished at Plymouth, in the county of Devon, for‘the plant-
ing, ruling, ordering, and governing of New England in
America, and to their successors and assigns for ever,
all that part of America, lying and being in breadth, from
forty degrees of mortherly latitude from the equinoetial
line, to forty-eight degrees of the said northerly latitude in-
clusively, and in length, of and within all the breadth afore-
said, throughout the main lands from sea to sea; together also
with all the firm lands, soils, grounds, havens, ports, rivers,
waters, fishing, mines, and minerals, as well royal mines of
zold and silver, as other mines and minerals, preeious stones,
quarries, and all and singular other commodities, jurisdie-
tions, royalties, privileges, franchises, and preeminences,
both within the said tract of land upon the main, and also
within the islands and seas adjoining: Provided always,
'That the said islands, or any the premises by the said letters-
patent intended and meant to be granted, were not then ac-
tually possessed or inhabited by any other christian prince
or state, nor within the bounds, limits, or territories of the
southern colony, then before granted by our said dear Fa-
ther, to be planted by divers of his loving subjeets in the
south parts. To have and to hold, possess and enjoy all
and singular the aforesaid continent, lands, territories, isl-
ands, hereditaments, and precincts, seas, waters, fishings,
tics, preeminences, and profits that should from thenceforth




arise {rom thence, with all and singular their appurtenances,

and every part and parcel thereof, unto the said couneil and

their successors and assigns for ever, to the sole and proper

use, benefits and behoof of them the said council, and their

successors and assigns for ever : To be holden of our said most

dear and royal father, his heirs and suceessors, as of his

manor of Kast-Greenwich in the county of Kent, in free and

common soceage, and not in capite nor by knight’s service :

Yielding and paying therefor to the said late king, his heirs

and suceessors, the fifth part of the ore of gold and silver,

which should from time to time, and at all times then after

happen to be found, gotten, had, and obtained in, at, or within

any of the said lands, limits, territories, and precinets, or in

or within any part or pareel thereof, for or in respect of all

and all manner of duties, demands and services whatsoever,
to be done, made, or paid to our said dear father the late
king, his heirs and sueeessors, as in and by the said letters-
patent (amongst sundry other elauses, powers, privileges,
and grants therein contained,) mere at large appearethi:
And whereas, the said council established at Plymouth,
in the county of Devon, for the planting, l‘ulil]g_, order-
ing, and governing of New England in kmel'iea, have by
their deeﬁ indented, under their common seal, beari-nﬁ
date the nineteenth day of March last past, in the thir

vear of our reign, given, granted, bargained, sold, en-
feoffed, aliened, and confirmed to Sir Henry Rosewell,
Sir John Young, Knights, Thomas Southeott, John Hum-
phrey, John Endecott, and Simon Whetcombe, their heirs
and assigns, and their associates for ever. all that part of
New England in America aforesaid, which lies and extends
between a great viver there, common!y called Monomack,
alias Merrimack, and a certain other river theve, called
Charles river, being in the bottom of a certain bay there,
commonly called Massachusetts, alias Mattachusetts, alias
Massatusetts bay, and also all and singular those lands and
hereditaments whatsoever, lying within the space of ﬂlm
English miles on the south part of the said Charles river,
or of any, or every part thereof; and also all and siuﬁm'
the lands and Lereditaments whatsoever, lying and being
within the space of three English miles to the southward of
the southernmost part of the said bay called Massachusetts,
alias Mattachusetts, alias Massatusetts bay; and also all
those lands and hereditaments whatsoever, which lie, and be
within the space of three English miles to the northward of
the said river called Monomack, alias Merrimack, or to the
northward of any and every part thereof, and all lands and
hereditaments whatsoever, lying within the limits aforesaid,
north and south in latitude anghr&mhy and in length and
longitude, of and within all the breadth aforesaid, through-
out the main lands there, from the Atlantic and western
sca and ocean on the east part, to the south sea on the west
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and all lands and grounds, place and places, soils,
gr0|md5, havens, ports, rivers, waters,
fishings, and hereditaments whatsoever, lying within the
<aid bounds and limits, and every part and parcel thereof ;
and also all islands lying in America aforesaid, in the said
<eas or either of them on the western or easiern coasts or
parts of the said tracts of land, by the said indenture men-
tioned to be given, eranted, bargained, sold, enfeoffed,
aliened, and confirmed, or any of them ; and also all mines
and minerals, as well royal mines of gold and silver, as
other mines and minerals whatsoever, in the said lands and
premises, or any part thereof ; and all jurisdietions, rights,
royalties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, privileges, {ran-
chises, preeminences, and commodities whatsoever, whieh
they, the said council established at Plymouth, in the county
of Devon, for the planting, ruling, ordering, and governing
u_{' New England in Ameriea, then had, or might use, exer-
cise, or enjoy, in or within the said lands and premises by
the said indenture mentioned to be given, granted, bargain-
ed, sold, enfeoffed, and confirmed, oy in, or within any pavt
or parcel thereof': To have and to hold, the said part of
New England in Ameriea, which liecs and extends and 1s
abutted as aforesaid. and every part and parcel thereof ;
:_mtl all fhe said_islmuls, rivers, ports, havens, waters, fislxi
;:_llg;s,: _mmes,:. Euflerals, Jurisdictions, franchises, royalties,
] fL[tlBS, p mltges,_ commodities, heveditaments, and pre-
mises whatsoever, ’:Nlﬂl the appurtenances unto the said Siv
Henry Rosewell, Sir John Younge, T'homas Southeott, John
}{l_lmfrey, John Endccott, and Simon Whetcombe, their
al::]rslamll assigns, and their assnciatFB, to the only proper
b 31 4:181?1 l%ﬁ l:lse analql:ehno[‘ of the said Sir Henry Roscewell,
ek nge, Thomas Southeott, John Humfrey, John
ndecott, and Simon Wheteombe, their heirs and assi
and their associates for ever T g
L | more ; 1o be holden of us, our
! successors, as of our manor of East-Greenwich
in the county of Kent, in free and |
: : » In lree and common soccage, and
not in eapite, nor by knight’s service ; Yieldin d e
therefor unto us, our heirs and successors tg:affﬁaﬂ'ng
of the ore of gold and silver, which shall fm:n i1 s ;
ang a{;) all ti]mes hereafter, happen to be found, égft;z t;:::;’
and obtained in any of the said lands, withi id Limits.
g]rl"tln:ﬁ:-m‘:i'thjnt?ny dp: - ﬂ(;creof! 1'0:‘, aL:luilnﬂ:;tis:lE:{'i;g:: tji' |
uties, demands, and servie i .
a1 : » and es whatsoever to be
bﬂyn'fiwm:ii? ';‘e‘ cm 1;;:113; 1tnnnblr heirs or suceessors, as in and
Now know ye, that w ‘ellt 13:3 more at la.rge may appear.
the MEL B0 iI . Ri: at the lugmhle suit and petition of
ey nry Rosewell, Sir John Younge, Thoma
utheott, John Humfrey, John E . WS
combe, SREAE orliomas hg s John Kundecott, and Simon Whet-
Have, for divers gﬂﬁd mul:e ﬂ:‘;};ham _as.sm?ted unto them,
eranted Mﬂﬂlﬂm«l,am .; nd considerations, us moving,
y these presents of our especial

part;
woods and wood




grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, do grant and
confirm unto the said Sir Henry Rosewell, Sir John Younge,
Thomas Southeott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, and Simon
Whetcombe, and to their associates hereafter named ;
(videlicet) Sir Richard Saltonstall, Knight, Isaac Johnson,
Samuel Aldersey, John Ven, Matthew Cradock, George
Harwood, Increase Nowell, Richard Perry, Richard Bel-
lingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vassall, Theophilus
Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams. John Browne,
Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vassall, Wil-
liam Pinchion, and George Foxecrofte, their heirs and
assigns, all the said part of New England in Ameriea, lying
and extending between the bounds and limits in the said
recited indenture expressed, and all lands and grounds, place
and places, soils, woods and wood grounds, havens, ports,
rivers, waters, mines, minerals, jurisdictions, rights, royal-
ties, liberties, freedoms, immunities, privileges, franchises,
preeminences, hereditaments, and commodities whatsoever,
to them the said Sir Henry Rosewell, Sir John ‘Younge,
"Thomas Southecott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, and
Simon Whetcombe, their heirs and assigns, and to their
associates, by the said recited indenture, given, granted,
bargained, sold, enfeoffed, aliened, and confirmed, or
mentioned, or intended thereby to be given, granted,
bargained, sold, enfeoffed, aliened, and confirmed : T'o have
and to hold, the said part of New England in America, and
other the premises hereby mentioned to be granted and con-
firmed, and every part and parcel thereof with the appurte-
nances, to the said Sir Henry Rosewell, Sir John Younge, Sir
Richard Saltonstall, Thomas Southcott, John Humfrey,
John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe, Isaae Johnson, Richard
Pery, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel
Vassall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Geffe, ‘Thomas Adams,
John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, Samuel
Aldersey, John Ven, Matthew Cradock, George Harwood,
Increase Nowell, William Vassall, William Pinchion, and
George Foxerofte, their heirs and assigns for ever, to their
only proper, and absolute use and behoof for evermore ; T'o
be holden of us. our heirs and successors, as of our manor
of Fast-Greenwich aforesaid, in free and common suee_a_?e,
and not in capite, nor by knight’s service ; And also yield-
ing and paying therefor to us, our heirs and sucecessors,
the fifth part only of all ore of gold and silver, which
from time to time, and at all times hereafter shall be there
otten, had, or abtained, for all services, exactions and
'mands whatsoever, according to the tenure and reserva-
tion in the said recited indenture expressed. And further,
know ye, that of our more especial grace, certain knowledge,
and mere motion, We have given and granted, and by these
presents, do for us, our heirs and successors, gr and
grant unto the said Sir Henry Rosewell, Sir John Younge,



Sir Richard Saltonstall, 'l‘hunurm Southeott, John Hum-
frey, John Endecott, Simon “l’llt'h'nlllbl‘.‘I-ﬂl{lu .l(l!llhull.
samuel Aldersey, John Ven, _J\Iat.llu*\\' (l';uhr_rl{, George
Harwood, Inerease Nowell, Richard Pery, h:-l\mrtl I_h*!--
lingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vassall, T'heophilus
Faton. Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, Ju_hn Brow ne,
Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, \Villi:up K assall, Wil-
liam Pinchion, and George l“iﬂ‘.‘i{‘.l'(}l‘lt‘?,. their ]Il:ll'f-i and Q8-
signs, all that part of Nrw-]‘lnglun_d in America, which
lies and extends between a great river there, commonly
called Monomack wiver, alias Merrimack river, and a cer-
tain other river there, ealled Charles river, heing in the
bottom of a certain bay there, commonly called Massa-
chusetts, alias Mattachusetts, alias Massatusetts Bay ; and
also all and singular these lands and hereditaments what-
soever, lying within the space of three Knglish miles on the
south part of the said river, called Charles river, or of any or
cvery part thereol’; and also all and singular the lands and
hereditaments whatsoever, lying and being within the space of
three English miles to the southward of the southernmost part
of the sawd bay, ealled Massachusetts, alias Mattachusetts,
altas Massatusetts Bay : and also all these lands and here-

ditaments whatsoever, which liec and be within the space of
three IEnglish miles to the northward of the said river,
called Monomack, alias Merrimack, or to the northward
of any and every part thereof, and all lands and heredita-
ments whatsoever, lying within the limits aforesaid, north
and south in latitude and breadth, and in length and longi-
tude, of and within all the breadth aforesaid, throughout
the main lands there, from the Atlantic and western sea and
ocean on the east part, to the south sea on the west part ;
and all lands and grounds, place and places, soils, woods,
and wood-grounds, havens, ports, rivers, waters, and here-
ditaments whatsoever, ing within the said bounds and

limits, and every part and parcel thereof ; and also all islands

in America aforesaid, in the said seas, or cither of them,

on the western or eastern coasts, or parts of' the said traet
of lands hereby mentioned to be given and granted, or any
of them ; and all mines and minerals, as well royal mines
of gold and silver as other mines and minerals whatsoever,
m the said lands or premises, or any part thereof, and free
liberty of fishing in or within any the rivers or waters within
the bounds and limits aforesaid, and the seas thereunto
adjoining ; and all fishes, royal fishes, whales, balan,
sturgeons, and other fishes of what Kind or nature soever,
:2;: m :: a:it;ime hei'eaftgrhbe t:;en in or within the
: as o 'S, or any ol them, by the said Sir Henr

Rmsim” John Y«uﬁo, Sir Richard Saltonstall, Tho{
Wi Juchicott, John Humfrey, John Endecott, Simon

nbe; Johnson, Samuel Aldersey, John Ven,
Harwood, Increase Nowell, Ri-




chard Pery, Richard Bellingliam, Nathaniel Wright, Samu-

el Vassall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas

Adams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins,

William Vassall, William Pinchion, and George Foxerofte,

their heirs or assigns, or by any other person or persouns

whatsoever there inhabiting by them, or any of them, to be
appointed to fish therein. Provided always, That if the said
lands, islands, or any other the premises herein before men-
tioned, and by these presents intended and meant te be
granted, were at the time of the granting of the said former
letters-patent, dated the third day of November, in the
eighteenth year of our said dear father’s reign aforesaid,
actually possessed or inhabited by any other christian prinee
or state, or were within the bounds, limits or territories
of that southern colony, then before granted by our said
late father, to be planted by divers of his loving subjects
in the south parts of America, That then this present grant
shall not extend to any such parts or parcels thereof; so
formerly inhabited, or lying within the bounds of the south-
ern plantation as afuresaid, but as to those parts or pareels
s0 possessed or inhabited by such ehristian prinee or state, or
being within the bounds aforesaid shall be utterly void, these
presents or any thing therein contained to the contrary not-
withstanding. To have and to hold, possess and enjoy the
said parts of New-England in America, which lie, extend,
and are abutted as aforesaid, and every part or parcel
thereof ; and all the islands, rivers, ports, havens, waters,
fishings, fishes, mines, minerals, jurisdictions, franchises,
royalties, liberties, privileges, ecommodities, and premises
whatsoever, with the appurtenances, unto the said Sir Henry
Rosewell, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonstall, ‘Thomas
Southcott, Johin Humfrey, John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe,
Isaae Johnson, Samuel Aldersey, JohnVen, MatthewCradock,
George Harwood, Increase Nowell, Riclrard Pery, Richprd
Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vassall, Theophilus
Eaton, Thomas Goffe, T'homas Adams, John Browne,
Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins, leliam Fagsall, Wil-
liam Pinchion, and George Foxerofte, their heirs and as-
signs for ever, tothe only proper and -ﬁbiﬁhltﬂ use and l!@'
hoof of the said Sir Henvy Rosewell, Sir John Younge, Sir
Richard Saltonstall, 'Thomas Southcott, John Humdrey,
John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe, Isaac Johnson, Samuel
Aldersey, John Ven, Matthew Cradock, George Har-
wood, Increase Nowell, Richard Pery, Richard B ling-
ham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vassall, Theophilus Fa-
ton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams. John Browne, Samuel
Browne, Thomas Hutchins, William Vassall, William
Pinchion, and George Foxerofte, their heirs and assigns
for evermore : Mo be holden of us, our heirs and suceessors,
as of our manor of East-Greenwich, in our county of Kent,
within our realm of England, in free and common s0€cage,




and not in capite, nor by knight’s SCI:"iCG ; and also yielding
and paying therefor to us, our heirs and suecessors, the
fifth part only of all ore of gold and silver, which from
time to time, and at all times hereafter, shall be there
eotten, had, or obtained, for all services, exactions, and
demands whatseever ; Provided always, and our express
will and meaning is, that only one fifth part of the gold and
silver ore above mentioned, in the whole, and no more be
reserved or payable unto us, our heirs and sueeessors, by
colour or virtue of these presents, the double reservations
or rentals aforesaid, or any thing herein contained not-
withstanding. And forasmuch, as the good and prosperous
success of the plantation of the said parts of New England
aforesaid intended by the said Sir Henry Rosewell, Sir
John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonstall, Thomas Southcott,
John Humirey, John Endecott, Simon Whetcombe, Isaac
Johnson, Samuel Aldersey, Jolin Ven, Matthew Cradock,
George Harwood, Increase Nowell, Richard Pery, Richard
Bellingham, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vassall, Theophi-
lus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Adams, John Browne,
Samuel Browhe, Thomas Hutchins, William Vassall, Wil-
liam Pinchion, and George Foxcrofte, to be speedily set
upon, caunot but chiefly depend, next under the blessing:
of Almighty God, and the support of our royal authority
upon the good government of the same, To the end that the
affairs and businesses which from time to time shall happen
and arise eoncerning the said lands, and the plantation of
the same may be the better managed and ordered, We have
further hereby of our especial grace, eertain knowledge
and mere motion, given, granted and confirmed, and for us,
our heirs and successors, do give, grant, and confirm unte
eur san.l trusty and well beloved subjects Sir Henry Rose-
well, Sir John Younge, Sir Richard Saltonstall, Thomas
Southeott, John Humfrey, John Endicott, Simon Whet-
combe, Tsaac Johnson, Samuel Aldersey, John Ven, Mat-
thew Cradock, George Harwood, Inerease Nowell, Richard
Pery, Richard Bellingham, Nathaniel Wi ht, Samuel
Vassall, Theophilus Eaton, Thomas Goffe, Thomas Ad.
ams, John Browne, Samuel Browne, Thomas Hutchins,
William Vassall, William Pinehion, and George Foxcrofte -
And for us, our heirs and suecessors, we will and ordain
that the said Sip Henry Rosewell, Sir John You Bi;
lrhehm'd Saltnnsta_ll, Thomas Southcott, John Hl:lfli'rey,_
'A"ih“ Endecott, Simon Wheteombe, Isaac Johnson, Samuel
dﬁl‘ﬁey, John Ven, Matthew Cradoek s Geor Harwood,
Increase Noell, Richard Pery, Richard Belhge h N
thaniel Wright, Samuel Vassall, T il - Iy’ o
mas Goﬁ:% 3 all, Lheophilus Eaton, Tho-
‘homas Adams, John Browne, Samuel Brow
Thomas Hmm William Vasﬂl‘ll,- W Pl 0ty ue,
oxerofte, and all such oth Villiam Piuchion, and
4 > - &ll s MHSM _hmﬂer




after mentioned, shall from time to time, and at all times
lor ever herealter l}(', lly virtue of these [][‘ES{EI'IlS, one I}ﬂ(ly
corporate and politick in fact and name, by the name of the
Governér and Company of the Mattachusetts Bay in New
England, and them by the name of the Governor and
Company of the Mattachusetts Bay in New England,
one body politick and corporate, in deed, faet, and name :
We do for us, our heirs and successors, make, ordain,
constitute, and confirm by these presents, and by that name
they shall have perpetual succession, and that by the same
name they and their successors shall and may be capable
and enabled as well to implead, and to be impleaded, and to
prosecute, demand, and answer, and be answered unto, in
all and singular suits, causes, quarrels, and actions, of what
kind or nature soever. And also to have, take, possess,
acquire, and purchase any lands, tenements, or heredita-
ments, or any goods or chattels, and the same to lease,
grant, demise, alien, bargain, sell, and dispose of, as other
our liege people of this our realm of England, or any other
corporation or body politick of the same may lawfully do.
And further, that the said governor and company, and their
successors, may have forever one common seal, to be used
in all causes and oceasions of the said company, and the
same seal may alter, change, break, and new make, from time
to time at their pleasures. And our will and pleasure is, and
we do hereby for us, our heirs and suecessors, ordain and
erant, that from henceforth for ever, there shall be one
Governor, one Deputy Governor, and eighteen Assistants of
the same company, to be from time to time constituted,
elected and chosen out of the freemen of the said eompany,
for the time being, in such manner and form as hereafter
in these presents is expressed, which said officers shall apply
themselves to take care for the best disposing and ordering
of the general business and affairs of, for, and concerning
the said lands and premises hereby mentioned to be granted,
and the plantation thereof, and the government of the
people there. And for the better execution of our royal
pleasure and grant in this behalf, we do, by these pre-
sents, for us, our heirs and suceessors, nomin_ata, ordain,
make, and constitute, our well beloved the said Matthew
Cradock, to be the first and present Governor of the said
company, aud the said Thomas Goffe, to be Deputy Governor
of the said company, and the said Sir Richard Saltonstall,
Isaac Johnson, Samuel Aldersey, Jolin Ven, John Humfrey,
John Endceott, Simon Whetcombe, Increase Noell, Richard
Pery, Nathaniel Wright, Samuel Vassall, "Theophilus Eaton,
Thomas Adams, Thomas Hutchins, John Browne, Gw
Foxerofte, William Vassall, and William Pinchion, to
the present Assistants of the said Company, to continue in
the said several offices respectively for such time, and in
such manner, as in and by these presents is hereafter




Jlare aopointed. And further, we will, and by
:,]l{::l;:lu:::i,qll]&l s, our heirs and SUCCCSSONS, do _ﬂl‘dﬂill
and erant, That the governor of the said company for the
iii?uc"nj beings or in his absence by occasion of stekntfgs or
otherwise. the deputy governor for the time being, sh‘ull
have autherity from time (o time upon all occasions, 10 give
order for the assembling of the §:1ul comipany, E.uul calling
them together 10 consult and advise of the blli:ill]i‘ﬂﬁtﬁ and
affairs of the said company, :mtl thut_ the saud governor,
deputy governor, and assistants of the said company, for the
time being, shall or may once every month, or oftener at
their pleasures, assemble and hold and l?(-‘ﬂp 4 court or
assembly of themselves, for the better ordering and directing
of their affairs, and that any seven or more persons ol the
assistants, together with the governor, or deputy governor so
assembled. shallbe said, taken, held, and reputed to be, and
shall be a full and sufficient court or assembly of the said
companys for the handling, ordering, and despatching of all
such businesses and oceurrvenees as shall from t1me to time
happen, touching or concerning the said company or planta-
tion ; and that there shall or may be held and kept by the
governor, or deputy governor of the said company, and seven
or move of the said assistants for the time bheing, upon every
last Wednesday in Hilary, Easter, T'vinity, and Michas
terms respectively for ever, one great general and solemn
assembly, which four general assemblies shall be styled and
called the four great and general courts ef the said company;
in all and every, or any of whieh said great and general
courts so assembled, we do for us, our heirs and suceessors,
give and grant to the said governor and company, and their
successors, that the governor, or in his absence, the deputy
governor of the said company for the time being, and sucl,
ol the assistants and freemen of the said company as shall
be present, or the greater number of them so assembled.
“'l‘?"e“f the governor or deputy governor and six of the
assistants at the least to be seven, shall have {ull power and
authority to choose, nominate, and appeint, such and so
many others as they shall think fit, and that shall be willing
toaceept the same, to be free of the said company and hody,
and them into the same to admit ; and to eleet and consti-
tute such officers as they shall think fit and requisite, for
the ordering, managing, and despatching of the affairs of the
said governor and company, and their suceessors ; and to
?;ib laws and ordinances for the good and welfare of the

i Ys and for the government and ordering of the
f:;mw ds and plantation, and the p inhabiting and to
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for us, our heirs and sueeessors, establish and ordain, that
yearly, once 1 the year, for ever hereafter, namely, the last
Wednesday in Easter term, yearlv, the gmcrnal', deputy
governor, and assistants of the said company and all other
officers’of the said company shall be, in the general court or
assembly to be held for that day or time, newly chosen for
the year ensuing by such greater part of the said company,
for the time being, then and there present, as is aforesaid.
And if' it shall happen the present governor, deputy governor,
and assistants, by these presents appointed, or such as shall
hereafter be newly chosen into their rooms, or any of them,
or any other of the officers to be appointed for the said
company, to die, or to be removed from his or their several
offices o1 places betore the said general day of election
(whora we do hereby declare for any misdemeanor or de-
feet to be removeable by the governor, deputy governor,
assistants, and company, or such ereater part of them in
any of the public courts to be assembled as is aforesaid)
that then, and in every such ease, it shall and may be lawful,
to and fer the governor, depuly governor, assistants, and
company aforesaid, or such greater part of them so to be
assembled as is aforesaid, in any of their assemblies, to
proceed to a new election of one or more others of their
company in the room or place, rooms or places of such
officer or officers so dying or removed according to their
discretions, and, immediately upon and after such election
and eleetions made of such governor, deputy governor,
assistant or assistants, or any other officer of the said
company, in manner and form aforesaid, the autherity,
oifice, and power, before given to the former governor,
depuly governor, or other officer and officers so removed, in
whose stead and place new shall be so chosen, as to him and
them, and every of them, cease and determine. Provided
also, and our will and pleasure is, that as well such as are
by these presents appeinted to be the present governor;
deputy governor, and assistants of the said ecompany, as those

-

that shall sueceed them, and all other officers to be appointed
and chosen as aforesaid, shall, before they undertake the
execution of their said offices and places respectively, take
their corporal oaths for the due and faithful performance of
their duties in their several offices and places, before such
person or persons as arve by these presents hereunder appoint-
ed to take and receive the same: that is to say, M‘SM
Matthew Cradock, who is hereby 1 and appointed
the present governor of the said company, shall take the said
oaths hefore one or more of the masters of our court of chan-
cery for the time being, unto which master or masters of
governor accordingly : and after the said gove be
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s0 sworn, then the said deputy governor and assistants, be-
fore by these presents nominated and appointed, shall _l“‘“'
the said several oaths to their offices and places respectively
helonging, before the said I\I:il;th::*w ('_l'mlm-l-;, the present
sovernory so formerly sworn as aforesaid. And every sucl
ii{:‘l't-i{il] aa shall be at the time of the aum.ml cleetion, or
otherwise, upon death or removal, be appointed to be the
new governor of the said company, shall take the oaths to
that place belonging, before the deputy governor, or two ol
the assistants of the said company at the least, for the time
heing : and the new elected deputy governor and assistants,
and all other officers to be hereafter chosen as aforesaid
from time to time, to take the oaths to their places respec-
tively belonging, before the governor of the said company
for the time being, unto which said governor, deputy gover-
nor, and assistants, we do by these presents give full power
and authority to give and administer the said oaths respec-
tively, according to our true meaning hevein before declar-
ed, without any eommission or further warrant to be had
and obtained of us, our heirs or sucessers, in that behalf.
And we do further, of our especial grace, certain know-
ledge, and mere motion, for us. our heirs and successors.
give and grant to the said governor and eompany, and their
successors for ever by these presents, that it shall be law-
ful and free for them and their assigns, at all and every
time and times hereafter, out of any our realms or domi-
nions whatsoever, to take, lead, earry, and transport, for and
mto their voyages, and for and towards the said plantation
in New England, all such and so many of our loving sub-
Jeets, or any other strangers that will become our loving
subjeets, and live under our allegiance, as shall willingly
dccompany them in the same voyages and plantation ; and
also shipping, armour, weapons, ordnance, munition, pow-
der, shat,,mm!,- vietuals, and all manner of clothing, im-
plements, furniture, beasts, cattle, horses, mares, merehan-
dizes, and all other things necessary for the said plantation,
and for their use and detence, and for trade with the peoplo
there, and in passing and returning to and fro. any law or
statut? to the eontrary hereof in any wise notwithstanding;
and without paying or yiclding any custom or subsidy, either
inward or outward, to us, our heirs or successors, for. the
glith% by the space of seven years from the day 0f the date
esc presents. Provided, that none of the said persons

¢ such as shall be hereafter by especial name vestrained by
1% our heirs or successors. And, for their further encour-
nonts ol our especial grace and favour, we do by these




and customs, in New kngland, for the like space of seven
years, and from all taxes and impositions for the space of
twenty and one years, upon all goods and merchandizes at
any time or times hereafter, either upon importation thither,
or exportation from thence into our realm of England, or
into any other our dominions by the said governor and com-
pany, and their successors, their deputies, factors, and as-
signs, or any of them ; except only the five pounds per cen-
tum due for custom upon all such goods and merchandizes
as after the said seven years shall be expired, shall be
brought or imported into our realm of England, or any
other of our domunions, according to the ancient trade of
merchants, which five pounds per centum only being paid,
it shall be thenceforth lawful and free for the said adven-
turcrs, the same goods and merchandizes to export and
carry out of our said dominiens inte forcign parts, without
any eustom, tax, or other duty to be paid to us, our heirs
or sueceessors, or to any other officers or ministers of us, our
heirs and suecessors. Provided, that the said goods and
merchandizes be shipped out within thirteen meonths, after
their first landing within any part of the said dominions.
And we do for us, our heirs and suceessors, give and grant
unto the said governor and company, and their suceessors,
that whensover, or so olten as any custom or subsidy shall
grow due or payable unto us, our heirs, or successors,
according to the limitation and appointment aforesaid, by
reason of any goods, wares, or merchandizes to be shipped
out, or any return to be made of any goods, wares, or mer-
chandize unto or from the said parts of New England here-
by mentioned to be granted as aforesaid, or any the lands
or territories aloresaid, that then. and so often, and in such
ease, the farmers, customers, and officers of our customs of
England and Ireland, and every of them for the time being,
upon request made to them by the said governor and eom-
pany, or their successors, factors, or assigns, and upen con-
venient security to be given in that behalf, shall give and
allow unto the said governor and eompany, and their sue-
cessors, and to all and every person and persons free of that
company, as aforesaid, six months time for the payment ef
the one half of all such custom and subsidy as shall be due
and payable unto us, our heirs and sucecessors, for the same
for which these our letters patent, or the dnplicate, or the
enrolment thereof, shall be unto our said officers a sufficient
warrant and discharge. Nevertheless, our will and pleasure

is, that if any of the said goods, wares, and merchandise,

which be, or shall be at any time hereafter landed or ex-
ported out of any of our realms aforesaid, and shall be ship-
ped with a purpose not to be carrvied to the parts of New
England aforesaid, but to some other place, that then such
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payment, duty, custom, imposition, or forféiture, shall be
or belong to us, our heirs and successors, for the said goods,
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wares and merchandize, so fraudulently sought to be trans-
sorted, as if this cur grant had not been made nor granted.
And we do further will, and by.tllcse presents, for us, our
heirs and suceessors, firmly enjoin and command, as well
ihe treasurer, chancellor and barons of the exchequer, of
1s. our heirs and sueeessors, as also all and singular the cus-
tomers, farmers, and collectors of the customs, subsidies,
and impost, and other the officers and ministers of us, our
heirs and suecessors whatsoever, for the time being, that
they and every of them, upon the shewing forth unto them
of these letters patent, or the duplicate or exemplification
of the same, without any other writ or warrant whatsoever
from us, our heirs or suceessors, to be obtained or sued
forth, do and shall make full, whole, entire, and due al-
lowance and clear discharge unto the said governor and
company, and their sneccessors, of all customs, subsidies,
impositions, taxes and duties whatsoever, that shall. or may
be claimed by us, our heirs and successors, of or from the
saitl governor and eompany, and their successors, for or by
reason of the said goods, chattels, wares, merchandizes,
and premises to be exported out of our said dominions, or
any of them, into any part of the said lands or premises
hercby mentioned, to be given, granted, and confirmed, ov
for, or by reason of any of the siid goods, chattels, wares,
or merchandizes to be imported from the said lands and pre-
mises hereby mentioned, to be given, granted, and confirm-
ed into any of our said dominions, or any part thereof as
aforesaid, excepting only the said five pounds per centum
hereby reserved and payable after the expiration of the said
term of seven years as aforesaid, and not before: And these
our letters patent, or the enrolment, duplicate, or exem-
plification of the same shall be for ever hereafter, from
time to time, as well to the treasurer, chancellor and
barons of the exehequer of us, our heirs and suecessors, as
to all and singular the eustomers, farmers, and collectors of
the customs, subsidies, and imposts of us, our heirs and
successors, and all searchers, and other the officers and
ministers whatsoever of us, our heirs and sueeessors, for
the time heing, a sufficient warrant and discharge in this
behalf,  And further our will and pleasure is, and we do
hereby for us, our heirs and successors, ordain and declare,
““‘1 grant to the said governor and company, and their
suceessors, thatall and every the subjects of us, our heirs
or suecessors, which shall go to and inhabit within the said
ﬁ: ‘and premises hereby mentioned to be granted, and

vy of their children which shall happen to be



poses whatsoever, as if’ they and every of them were born

within the realm of England. And that the governor and

deputy governor of the said company for the time being,

or cither of them, and any two or more of such of the said

assistants as shall be thereunto appointed by the said gover-

nor and company atany of their courts or assemblies to be

held as aforesaid, shall and may at all times, and from time

to time hereafter, have full power and authority (o minister

and give the oath and oaths of supremacy and allegiance, or
either of them, to all and every person and persens, which

shall at any time or times hereafier go or pass to the lands

and premises hereby mentioned to he granted to inhabit

in the same. And we do of our further erace, certain

knowledge and mere motion, give and grant to the said
governor and company, and their suceessors, that it shall
and may be lawful, to and for the governor or deputy gover-
nor, and such of the assistants and freemen-of the said com-
pany for the time being as shall be assembied in any of their
general courts aforesaid, or in any other courts to be spe-
cially summoned and assembled for that purpoese, or the
greater part of them (whereof the governor or deputy
governor, and six of the assistants to be always seven) from
time to time, to make., ordain, and establish all manner of
wholesome and reasonable orders. laws, statutes, and ordi-
nances, directions, and instructions, not contrary to the
laws of this our realm of England, as well for settling of
the forms and ceremonies of government and magistracy,
fit and necessary for the said plantation, and the inhabitants
there, and for naming and settling of all sorts of officers, both
superiour and inferiour, which they shall find needful for
that government and plantation, and the distinguishing and
setting forth of the several duties, powers, and limits of
every such office and place, and the forms of such oaths
warrantable by the laws and statutes of this our realm of
England, as shall be respeetively ministered unto them for
the execution of the said several offices and places ; as also
for the disposing and ordering of the elections of such of the
said officers as shall be annual, and of such others as shall
be to succeed in case of death or removal, and ministering
the said oaths to the new elected officers, and for imposition

of lawful fines, mulets, imprisonment, or other lawful cor-
rection, according to the course of other corporations in
this our realm of England, and for the direeting, ruling,
and disposing of all ether matters and things, whereby our
said people, inhabitants there, may be so religiously,
peaceably, and civilly governed, as their good life and or-
derly conversation, may win and incite the natives of country,
to the knowledge and obedience of the only true God and
Saviour of mankind, and the christian faith, which in our
voval intention, and the adventurers free profession, is the



p[.;m-.ipul end of this plant,atiun.. _\\:ii]iug, cmmn_m?din;*.
and |‘tquil'ing. and by these I“'f_-‘:(‘l-lir-i for us, our heirs, and
successors, ordaining and appointing, that all -\nc'h orders,
laws. statutes and eordinances, imstruetions and {hreclmnﬁ.'
as shall be so made by the governor, or deputy governor of
the said company, and such of the assistants and freemen
as aforesaid., and published in writing, under their common
seal, shall be carefully and duly observed, kept, performed,
and put in execution, aceording to the true intent and mean-
ing of the same ; and these our letters patent, or the dupli-
cate or exemplification thereof, shall be to all and every such
officers, superiour and inferiour, from time to time, for the
putting of the same orders, laws, statutes, and ordinances,
instructions, and direetions, in due execution against us,
our heirs and successors, a sufficient warrant and discharge.
And we do further, for us, our heirs and successors, give and
erant to the said governor and ecompany, and their succes-
sors by these presents, that all and every such chief com-
manders, captains, governors, and other officers and minis-
ters, as by the said orders, laws, statutes, ordinances, in-
structions, or directions of the said governor and company
for the ume being, shall be from time to time hereafter
employed either in the government of the said inhabitants
and plantation, or in the way by sea thither, or from thence,
according to the natures and limits of their offices and
places respectively, shall from time to time hereafter forever,
within the precints and parts of New England hereby
mentioned to be granted and confirmed, or in the way by
sea thither, or from thence, have full and ahsolute power
and authority to correct, punish, pardon, govern, and rule
all such the subjects of us, our heirs and suceessors, as shall
from time to time adventure themselves in any voyage
thither or from thence, or that shall at any time hereafter,
inhabit within the precinets and parts of New-England
anPGS:'EIld, aﬂﬂﬂl‘d'hgn“smmr hwg’ ' inances, in-
structions, and direetions aforesai t beine repugnant
the laws and statutes of our realm of Eneland as aforesaic
And we do further, for us, our heirs and suceessors, give
and grant to the said governor and company, and their
suceessors, by these presents, that it shall and may be law-
tul, to and for the chief commanders, governors, and offi-
cers of the said company for the time being, who shall be
oent in the said part of New England in Ameriea, by
. presents granted, and others there inhabiting by their
‘Ppointment and direction, from time to time, “at all
o» hereafter for their special defence and safety, to en-




detriment, or annoyance to the said plantation or inhabi-

tants, and to take and surprise by all ways and means what.-

soever, all and every such person and persous, with their

ships, armour, munition, and other goods, as shall in hostile

manner invade or attempt the defeating of the said planta-

tion, or the hurt of the said company and inhabitants -

Nevertheless, our will and pleasure is, and we do hereby
declare to all Christian Kings, princes and states, that i
any person or persons which shall hereafter be of the said
company or plantation, or any other by license or appoint-
ment of the said governor and company for the time being,
shall at any time or times hereafter, rob or spoil, by sea or
by land, or do any hurt, violence, or unlawful hostility to
any of the subjects of us, our heirs or successors, or any of
the subjects of any prince or state, being then in league and
amity with us, our heirs and successors, and that upon sueh
injury done and upon just complaint of such prince or
state or their subjects, we, our heirs and successors shall
make open proclamation within any of the parts within our
realm of Epgland commodious for that purpose, that the
person or persons. having committed any such robbery or
spoil, shall within the term limited by such a proclamation,
make full restitution or satisfaction of all sueh injuries done,
so as the said princes or others so complaining, may hold
themselves fully satisfied and contented ; and that if the
sald person or persons, having ecommitted such robbery or
spoil, shall not make, or cause to be made satisfaction ac-
cordingly, within such time so to be limited, that then it
shall be lawful for us, our heirs and successors, to put the
said person or persons out of our allegiance and protection,
and that it shall be lawful and free for all princes to prose-
cute with hostility, the said offenders, and every of them,
their and every of their procurers, aiders, abettors, and com-
forters in that behalf: Provided also, and our express will
and pleasure is, and we do by these presents for us, eur
heirs and suceessors ordain and appoint that these presents
shall not in any manuner enure, or be taken to abridge, bar,
or hinder any of our loving subjects whatsoever, to use and
exercise the trade of fishing upon that coast of New Fﬁ,—
land in America, by these presents mentioned to be granted ;
but that they, and every, or any of them, shall have full and
free power and liberty to continue and use their said trade
of fishing upon the said coast, in any the seas thereunto
adjoining, or any arms of the seas or salt water rivers where
they have been wont to fish,and to build and set up upon the
lands by these presents granted, such wharves, stages, and
work-houses as shall be necessary for the salting, drying.
keeping, and paﬁkinf up of their fish, to be taken or goiten
upon that coast; and to cut down, and take such trees and
other materials there growing, or being, or shall be needful




for that purpose, and for all utlm: necessary easer_nm}ta,
Lielps, and advantage concerning their said trade of fishing
shere. in such manner and form as they have heen hereto-
fore at any time aecustomed to do, without making any
wilful waste or spoil, any thing in these presents contain-
ed to the contrary notwithstanding. And we do further,
for us, our heirs and successors, ordain and grant to the
said governor and company, and their suceessors by these
presents, that these our letters patent shall be firm, good,
effectual, and available in all things, and to all intents
and constructions of law, according to our true mean-
ing herein before declared, and shall be construed, reputed,
and adjudged in all cases most favourably on the behalf, and
for the benefit and behool of the said governor and company
and their successors : although express mention of the true
vearly value or certainty of the premises or any of them, or
of any other gifts or grants, by us or any of our progenitors
or predecessors to the aforesaid governor or company before
this time made, in these presents is not made; or any stat-
ute, act, ordinanece, provision, proclamation, or restraint to
the contrary thereof, heretofore had, made, published,
ordained, or provided, or any other matter, cause, or thing
whatsoever to the contrary thereof in any wise notwith-

standing.

In witness whereof, we have caused these our letters to bé
made patent.

_- Witness our self, at Westminster, the fourth dayl'of Mareh,;
tn the fourth year of our reign.

Per Breve de Privato Sigillo.

Praedictus Matthzeus Cra . uratus est de ?‘1&% et Obe-
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