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22 THE GLORIOUS REVOLUTION IN AMERICA

lands, Nor to any goods taken -by way
of Reprisal by vertue of Commission or
Authority Derived from his Majesty his
Heirs or Successors;

And it is heerby Ordered that this
Court shal] from time to time appoynt

meet persons in our port Towns, viz. .

Boston, Salem, and Newbery, whoe shall
have Commission from the Governor
under the seale of the Collony, and be
sworne to the faithfull discharge of his
trus:. And that they and only they, take
Eniny of all such shipps and vessels,
Recewve and grant Cirtificates to all
such Mastors and Commandors; which
said Ofhcers shall keepe faier books of
all Enows Cirtificates etc. which shall be
alwavs Jyable to the view of any officer
or other person that may Informe of the
breach of any Laws Relating to trade,
and that said officers once every six
Months doe transcribe fare Coppys of all
Entrys Cirtificates etc. and deliver the
same to the governour for the time be-
ing, for which service said officers shal

take to themselves such fees, from said
Mastor or Commandor, boath for En-
tering and Transcribing, as Clarkes and
Recordors are by Law alowed.

And it shal be in the liberty of any
Informer or other person whatsoever by
warrant from the Governor or any
Majestrate or the Officer that is deputed
to Receive Entrys for the time being
to search seize and secure any such ship,
vessel, or goods as shal be brought into
this Collony Contrary to Law, the said
Informer or other person first giving
sufficient security to Respond all Costs
and damages that shall arise, by his
wrongfull seizing or detaining any such
vessel or goods.

The deputyes have passed this de-
siring the Consent of the honored
majistrates hereto. Feb. 25-[16]81

WILLIAM TORREY CLERIC
Not consented to by the magistrates
EDWARD RAWSON SECRET

5. Massachusetts Refuses to Surrender its Charter for Revision

A. SAMUEL NOWELL T0 JoHN RiCHARDS, MARCH 28, 1683

Capt. Richards, Honored Sir—I re-
ceived yours, and am greatly indebted to
you for that and all your former kind-
nesses to my selfe, which I know not
how to requite but by my poor prayers,
in which way (tho poor mine be worth
little) I reckon my selfe as deeply in-
debted to your selfe as to any man. I am
heartily sorry for that unavoidable ex-
cercise which the only wise God hath
been pleased to carve out for you, it be-
ing not possible to please the country
and the Court too. We have been to-
gither since the 7th of Febr. last, this
session being not much unlike the time
we spent two years agoe. God is pleased
to hide from us the right methods of

[Massachusetts Historical Society, Collections,
5th Ser., 1 (1871), 434-35]

unity and agreement, and indeed the
matter is so weighty about yielding or
denying appeals, that it hath taken up
the most of our time, and what we shall
come to in the conclusion will be sent
to you. I have little exspectation that
all we can or shall do will put a stop
to a Quo Warranto; for ife we doe not
give you power, it will go on; if we do
give you the power required, and you
do not make use of it to our prejudice,
the Quo Warranto will still go on; but
if you do make use of the power to
answer demands, we do then pull downe
the house ourselves, which is worse than
to be passive only. By our Pattent we
have full and absolute power to rule
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and governe, pardon and punish, etc.; by
which allways hithertoo we have judged
ourselves free from appeales, and either
we may finally judge of and determine
all things, or else appeals ly in all cases,

£ iy

Plantations, in regard we are under
an”ill aspect; hence every pragmatick,
person will refuse to submit to the judgy
ment of our courts, hoping for relief in
England, or by some commissioners here,
to which our Government must be sub:
ordinate; the case in 1664. For example,
Robt. Orchard, being strained upon for
two pewter platters, prefers a complaint
against us at Whitehall, and it is taken
notice: of, as I suppose you will be
particularly advised more about it, That,
and Masons case, by which we fear the
greatest part of the country will be
disposed off to Mr Mason, maketh us
afraid of appeals. The grant. of the

B. INCREASE MATHER'S ARGUMENT,

In the latter end of this year, that
came to pass, which occasioned no small
Trouble and Temptation to me. For
there arrived a vessel which brought the
Kings declaration, wherein hee signifieth
to the Countrey that except they would
make a full submission and entire Res-
ignation to his pleasure, a Quo warranto
should be prosecuted against their Char-
ter. Some desired me to deliver my ap-
prehensions on the Question whether
the countrey could without sin against
God make such a Resignation as was
proposed to them. Several papers were
brought to me some that came out of
England or Holland others written in
New England which argued for the Neg-
“ative. I put those arguments into Form,
and added some more of my owne, and
then communicated them to some of the

23

wasts to him is to us a plaine demonstra-
tion that his claime is intended to be
fully allowed when by his appeale from
our judgment it shall be carried back to
England; for our law of Title Posses
sion was pleaded before the K. and
council in my hearing, and is disallowed
of by what is allready done, and our
title to the soile by our Pattent is ac-
counted of as nothing worth, by reason
our former Agents did in the case be-
tween Gorge and Mason renounce the
soile. The Lord fit you and us for his
holy will and pleasure in such trialls as
seeme comming.

Mr Willard and Mr Allen came into
the Court this. day to make a motion
for reliefe to be sent for a release of Mr
Dudly and yorselfe, but I doubt it will
not be granted. So commending you and
your affairs and ours to the Lord, I rest

Yor obliged friend and servt,

SIN:

1683

[M. G. Hall, ed., “The Autobiography of In-
crease Mather,” in American Antiquarian So-
ciety, Proceedings, 71 (1962), Pt. 2, 307-8]

Magistrates, who so well approved of
them as to disperse copyes thereof, that
they came into many hands, and were a
meanes to keep the Countrey from com-
Plying with that proposal. The other
party conjectured me to be the author
of that M.ss, and were not a little dis-
pleased thereat. Nevertheless, I believe
it was a good worke, and I hope accepta-
ble_to the Lord.

Also on January, 23. The freemen of
Boston mett to consider what they
should do. The deputies of Boston and
several others requested me to be pres-
ent and to give my thoughts as to the
case of conscience before them. In the
Townhouse I made a short speech to
the Freemen in these words, “As the
Question _is now stated, (viz. whether
you will make a full submission and en-
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tire Resignation. of .your Charter and
priviledges of it, to his Majesties’ pleas-
ure) wee shall sin against God if wee
vote an Affirmative to it. The scripture
teacheth us otherwise. Wee know that
Jephthah said, That which the Lord our
God has given us, shall not we possess!
And Naboth, tho he ran a great hazard
by the refusal, yet said, God forbid that
I should give away the Inheritance of
my Fathers. Now would it be wisdome
for us to comply. Wee know that David
made a wise choice, when He chose to
fall into the hands of God rather than
into the hands of men. If wee make a
full submission and entire Resignation
to pleasure, we fall into the hands of
men immediately. But if wee do it not,
we keep ourselves still in the hands of
God, and Trust ourselves with his provi-
dence and who knoweth what God may
do for us? Moreover, there are examples
before our eyes, the consideration
whereof should be of weight with us.

Our brethren hard by, what have they
gained by their readiness to submit and
comply, who if they had abode by their
liberties longer would not have bin
miserable so soon. And wee hear from
London, that when it came to they
would not make a full submission and
entire Resignation to pleasure, lest haply
their posterity should curse them. And
shall we do it then? I hope there is not
one Freeman in Boston that will dare
to be guilty of so great a sin. However,
I have discharged my conscience in thus
delivering my selfe to you.”

Upon this speech many of the Free-
men wept, and they said generally, we
thank you Sir for this instruction and
encouragement. The Question being put
to vote was carried in the Negative
Nemine Contradicente. This Act of Bos-
ton had a great Influence on the Coun-
trey, many other Towns following this
example.

6. The Grounds for Revoking the Colonial Charter, June 4, 1683

1. They have erected a Publick mint
in Boston and Coine money with their
Own Impresse.

2. They impose upon the Consciencyes
of his Majesties Subjects in matters of
Religion by their Lawes Ecclesiasticall
being repugnant to the Lawes of Eng-
land.

8. They refuse appeals to his Majestie
in Councill in matters relating to the
Crown.

4. They impose Dutyes and Customs
upon goods imported their Colony by

his Majesties Subjects from England:

where those goods have paid all his
Majesties dues,

5. They levye what Rates and taxes
they please upon his Majesties Subjects
inhabiting their Colony altho’ not free
of their Company.

[Toppan and Goodrick, eds., Randolph Letters,
I11, 299-30]

6. They have in opposition to his
Majestiés letters Patents sett up a Navall
Office altho” no such power is granted
them in their Charter. :

5. They assume a power of Making
freemen not allowed and otherwise then
their Charter directs. '

8. They have erected Courts of Ad-
miralty, :

g. They have refused a legall tryall
in their Courts in a Cause relating to
his Majestie.

10. They have imprisoned his Ma-
jesties Officers for doing their Dutyes
and refused the Plea of Generall issue
when Offred in their Defence.

11. They have forced his Majesties
Officer to pay money in their Courts be-
fore he Could be admitted to prosecute
on his Majesties behalfe no Law or Or-
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der of Generall Court warranting the
Same,

12. They have putt Severall persons
to Death for Breach of their Lawes. No
power granted by Charter for so Doing.

18. They have imposed illegall oaths
upon his Majesties Subjects Inhabiting
the Colony.

14. They have Caused some of the
Inhabitants to signe 2 Mutinous addresse
to his Majesue altho’ the best persons
of estates in the Colony have refused.

35 Thes have raised great Sums of
money upon the Nonfreemen to pur-
chase for themselves the Proyince of
Maine..

16. They have not yet suffered his
Majesties letters Patents to be publickly
read in their Courts at tyme of tryall of
Causes relating to his Majesties Customs.
" 197. They have not owned the Act for
preventing frauds made in the 14th. of
the King nor the Act for better securing
the Plantation trade made in the g25th.
of the King to be the Lawes of their
Colony.

[Endorsed] Articles against the
Government of Boston.
Recd. 4 June 1683.
MR. RANDOLPH,
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